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FORTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  tlie  Honorable  Legislature  of  New  Yorl{  and  the 
Corporaiion  of  tlie  City  of  New  York  : 

The  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of  iN'ew  York,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  their  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, passed  March  29,  1824,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  tlie  whole  number  of  cliildren  received  into  the  House  of  Refuge 


since  its  opening  in  1825,  is   12,878 

Tliat  the  number  of  children  in  the  House  on  the  1st  of 

January,  1868,  was   996 

That  there  have  been  received  during  the  year  1868.  .  .  749 


Making  a  total  of   1,745 

That  there  have  been  indentured  and  discharged  during 

the  year   784 

And  there  remain  in  the  House  on  January  1,  1869. . .  .  961 


The  Superintendent's  statement,  hereto  annexed, 
contains  all  the  particulars  required  by  the  act  referred 
to,  as  to  the  sources  from  which  the  inmates  of  the 
House  have  been  rt^ceived,  their  ages,  and  the  disposi- 
tion that  has  been  made  of  them.  The  statement  also 
shows  the  parentage  of  the  children,  whether  native  or 
foreign,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  and 
contains  many  statistical  details  of  interest  and  valu(\ 
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In  reviewing  the  history  of  the  past  year,  the  Man- 
agers find  that  the  occurrences  requiring  comment,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  present  nothing  novel  or  un- 
usual. The  institution  in  their  charge  has  been  con- 
ducted during  the  past  twelve  months  upon  the  same 
principles,  and  with  the  same  favorable  results  as  in 
former  years.  The  only  event  of  any  moment  requir- 
ino-  notice,  is  the  burning  of  the  South  Shop,  which 
occurred  on  the  12th  of  February,  owing  to  the  acci- 
dental contact  of  combustible  materials  used  in  the 
Wire  Shop  on  the  first  floor,  with  some  coals  left  burn- 
ing in  one  of  the  stoves.  Though  every  effort  to  arrest 
the  flames  was  made  as  soon  as  the  fire  was  discovered, 
they  spread  so  rapidly  that  the  whole  building,  with 
all  its  contents,  was  destroyed.  Immediate  steps  were 
taken  to  rebuild  it,  so  that  the  children  could  be  em- 
ployed again  under  the  contracts  in  force  at  the  time  ; 
and  although  the  severity  of  the  weather  somewhat 
retarded  the  work,  still  in  a  little  more  than  nine  weeks 
a  new  shop,  150  feet  by  30,  was  reconstructed  and  occu- 
pied by  the  usual  number  of  busy  and  cheerful  work- 
ers. The  cost  of  rebuilding  was  nearly  covered  by  the 
insurance,  and  the  whole  loss  to  the  Institution,  inclu- 
ding that  to  the  income,  growing  out  of  a  part  of  tlie 
children  in  the  First  Division  being  unemployed  for 
about  sixty  days,  amounted  to  something  less  than 
$5,000.  There  have  been  other  extraordinary  expen- 
ses arising  from  the  necessity  of  providing  better  ferry 
and  wharf  accommodations,  the  natural  result  of  in- 
creased business  from  our  enlarged  number  of  in- 
mates. These  latter  outlays  have,  however,  been  met 
by  money  derived  from  the  sale  of  a  lot  on  117th 
street,  purchased  several  years  ago  at  a  moderate  sum, 
and  heretofore  occupied  for  a  stable  and  storage  pur- 
poses, but  which  had  not  been  wanted  for  some  time 
past,  and  could  therefore  be  sold  to  advantage.  A 
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new  ferry -liouse,  with  a7n2:>le  room  to  protect  tlie  boats 
from  tlie  weather,  affording  at  the  same  time  a  more 
convenient  and  comfortable  landing-place  and  waiting- 
room,  has  been  built,  the  wharf  re])lanked,  and  a  shed 
erected  for  storage,  during  bad  weather,  of  the  different 
supplies  landed  on  the  dock.  Wherever,  from  use,  or 
from  the  action  of  the  elements,  repairs  have  been 
needed  upon  the  buildings  generally,  such  repairs  have 
been  made,  so  that  the  establishment  may  be  regarded 
as  in  good  condition,  though  of  course  in  the  progress 
of  time,  and  from  the  action  of  the  weather,  other  and 
extensive  repairs  may  from  time  to  time  be  needed. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  House  of  Refuge  has 
ever  been  a  source?  of  anxious  effort  to  the  Managers 
and  Officers,  and  the  constant  attention  and  skill  of  the 
resident  Physician  have  been  exercised  steadily  to 
maintain  the  health  and  vigor  of  its  inmates.  The 
death-rate  anions:  the  children  has  ever  been  remark- 
ably  low  in  all  the  different  locations  occupied  by  the 
House,  and  during  the  prevalence  of  ej)idemics  in  the 
city,  there  has  always  been  within  our  walls  a  sur- 
prising exemption  from  the  mortality  attendant  upon 
the  disease  which  was  at  the  time  raging  without. 
During  the  past  year  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
ratio  of  deaths  to  our  numbers,  which  has  been  the 
occasion  of  much  anxiety  and  of  serious  attention  on 
the  part  of  all  connected  with  the  management  and 
care  of  the  House. 

It  was  naturalh^  to  be  expected  that  with  an  increase 
of  numbers  there  would  be  increased  danger  of  disease 
and  sickness,  arising  from  so  great  a  number  of  per- 
sons occupying  one  building,  however  ample  its  halls 
and  its  means  of  accom niodation.  In  former  reports  the 
Managers  have  not  failed  to  state  that  the  Boys'  House 
was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  that  tliey  were 
fearful  of  the  effect  that  this  condition  of  things  might 
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have  upon  the  health  of  the  inmates.  In  addition  to 
this  large  number  of  boys,  averaging  800  for  two 
y ear s^ past,  it  has  been  manifest  that  the  proportion  of 
subjects  sent  from  the  different  Counties,  who  were  of 
diseased  constitutions  and  low  vitality,  has  been  on 
the  increase  ;  and  from  this  there  has  resulted  greater 
liability  to  disease  under  confinement,  diminished 
power  of  resisting  its  inroads,  and  a  want  of  ready  re- 
sponse to  the  action  of  remedies,  however  faithfully 
and  skillfully  applied.  The  Managers,  not  unaware  of 
the  danger  to  which  the  institution  was  thus  exposed 
in  a  sanitary  direction,  have  met  it  in  every  way  in 
their  power.  Wherever  practicable,  the  sleeping  halls 
have  been  enlarged,  new  methods  of  ventilating  and 
heating  have  been  introduced,  better  and  more  stim- 
ulating food  in  abundance  has  been  supplied,  work  in 
the  open  air  has  been  given  to  those  not  able  to  bear 
confinement  in  the  shops,  warmer  clothing  and  bedding 
provided,  and  games  introduced  adapted  to  the  size 
and  strength  of  the  children,  with  a  view  of  imparting 
cheerfulness  to  the  mind,  while  the  exercise  gives  heal  eh 
to  the  body. 

The  deaths  during  the  year,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
Physician's  report,  have  amounted  to  13,  the  aggregate 
of  inmates  for  the  year  being  1745,  with  a  daily  aver- 
age of  931.  Thus  the  death-rate  has  been  not  quite  7.50 
in  the  1000  for  1868  ;  and  the  Managers  are  happy  now 
in  being  able  to  state  that  the  measures  thus  far  taken 
have  already  produced  a  decided  change  for  the  better 
among  the  inmates.  But  they  do  not  intend  to  stop 
here. 

The  Managers  originally  adopted  the  separate  dor- 
mitory system,  as  the  best  calculated  to  maintain  dis- 
cipline and  insure  safety,  and  at  the  same  time  not 
detrimental  to  a  sound  sanitary  condition  ;  but  after  an 
experience  of  nearly  15  years,  they  are  convinced  that 
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neither  good  discipline  nor  secniity  of  the  inmate  will 
be  endangered  by  a  change  to  open  sleeping  lialls, 
while  the  pure  ventilation  thus  obtained  will,  as  a  san- 
itary measure,  be  attended  with  improved  health  among 
them.  They  j^ropose,  therefore,  to  remove  the  separate 
dormitories,  and  to  arrange  open  sleeping  lialls,  with 
partitions  of  open  iron  work,  if  necessary,  to  maintain 
proper  order  and  discipline,  but  not  so  as  to  interfere 
with  an  ample  supply  of  fresh  air,  in  all  parts,  for 
thorough  ventilation. 

The  Managers  respectfully  referring  the  Legislature 
to  the  views  expressed  in  the  48d  Annual  Report  as 
to  the  necessity  of  establishing  a  School-Ship  in  con- 
nection with  the  House  of  Refuge,  cannot  refrain  from 
again  urging  the  subject  upon  the  attention  of  your 
Honorable  Bodj",  both  as  a  means  of  relief  to  the  In- 
stitution and  as  a  measure  fraught  with  beneficial  re- 
sults to  the  discharged  inmate  in  his  future  career, 
and  to  the  mercantile  community,  by  furnishing  a  class 
of  young  men  adapted  by  training  and  inclination  to 
a  sea- life.  Upon  the  i^lan  proposed  in  that  Report, 
boys  from  the  House  can  be  transferred  to  a  School- 
Ship,  and,  at  a  moderate  cost  to  the  State,  trained  in 
a  few  months  to  be  shipped  as  sailors  either  in  the 
U.  S.  Navy,  or  in  the  Merchant  Service.  The  advantages 
of  a  School-Ship  being  an  adjunct  to  the  House  of 
Refuge,  were  thus  detailed  in  the  last  Report  of  the 
Maiiao;ers : 

''They  propose  that  a  ship  be  placed  under  their 
''management,  properly  equipped  for  the  peculiar  ser- 
"vice  required,  to  which  they  will  transfer  such  boys 
"as  evince  a  natural  aptitude  for  a  seafaring  life,  after 
"they  shall  have  undergone  the  reformatory  discipline 
"of  the  House,  learned  the  elements  of  education,  and 
"earned  this 'transfer  as  a  promotion  for  good  conduct 
"  and  evidence  of  reformed  dispositions.    The  time  re- 
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"  quired  for  practice  in  seamanship  and  learning  navi- 
"  gation  would  probably  not  exceed  three  months,  and, 
"as  habits  of  order  and  subordination  would  already 
"have  been  acquired,  the  necessity  for  a  severe  disci- 
spline  would  not  be  felt.  They  could,  therefore,  be 
"discharged,  as  opportunities  might  occur,  to  enter 
^Mipon  their  career  as  sailors,  and  so  make  room  for 
' '  fresh  accessions  from  the  House.  In  this  way  a  large 
"number  of  boys  could  be  prepared  for  sea  on  board 
"  of  one  ship  at  a  comparatively  small  cost  per  capita." 

A  bill,  amendatory  of  the  Act  of  Incorporation  of 
the  Society,  has  been  prepared,  giving  the  required 
powers  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  Managers,  and 
will  be  urged  upon  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
Legislature. 

Another  object  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
Managers  during  the  past  year,  which  has  resulted  in 
the  arrangement  of  a  Third  Division  among  the  boys. 
The  classification  of  the  inmates,  which  has  been  the 
leading  feature  of  the  Institution  since  its  removal  to 
Handall's  Island,  has  heretofore  been  confined  to  two 
divisions,  made  upon  the  rule  established  in  the  By- 
Laws  of  the  Board,  that  "those  who  from  their  pre- 
vious career  may  be  deemed  to  be  disposed  and  likely 
to  contaminate  their  companions,  or  who  may  exhibit 
an  intractable  disposition  either  before  commitment  or 
during  their  residence  in  the  House,"  shall  be  separated 
from  "those  of  a  less  depraved  character  and  more 
liable  to  be  injured  by  the  corrupting  companionship 
of  hardened  offenders."  This  separation  has  been  so 
far  complete  as  to  prevent  all  intercourse  during  the 
day  and  at  night,  each  division  being  confined  to  its  own 
work-shop,  school  and  dining-rooms,  play-grounds  and 
dormitories.  The  Superintendent,  after  giving  the  sub- 
ject the  fullest  consideration,  drawing  his  conclusions 
from  an  experience  in  the  House  of  nearly  twenty 
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years,  recommended  tlmt  a  Third  Division  l)e  made 
among  the  boys.  The  Committee  of  the  Board  to 
wliom  this  recommendation  was  referred,  reported  in 
favor  of  the  measure,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

1st.  That  the  establishment  of  such  a  division  will 
meet  the  necessities  of  a  limited  portion  of  the  second 
division,  who,  after  the  usual  average  of  detention,  still 
remain  incorrigible,  and  are  not  in  a  condition  to  be 
discharged,  but  require  a  more  protracted  and  a  severer 
discipline. 

2d.  That  it  is  adapted  to  such  mature  boys,  who, 
having  been  discharged,  are  returned  by  the  Police  or 
tlie  Courts  ;  the  discipline  of  the  institution,  as  well  as 
of  the  returned  boys,  requiring  that  they  should  be 
subjected  to  a  more  strenuous  training. 

8d.  That  it  will  afford  a  practicable  and  economical 
trial  of  the  experiment  of  attempting  the  reformation 
of  criminal  young  men. 

The  Board  accepted  the  report  of  their  Committee, 
and  the  By-Laws  have  recently  been  so  changed  as  to 
admit  of  the  addition  of  the  Third  Division  among  the 
boys. 

This  division  now  embraces  those  boys  of  the  Second 
Divison  who  are  incorrigible  in  conduct,  and  such  as, 
having  been  discharged  or  indentured  from  that  Divi- 
sion, have  been  returned  for  fault ;  and  they  will  be  de- 
tained in  the  House  for  two  years  from  the  date  of 
transfer  or  return,  or  until  majority,  unless  they  shall 
give  indications  of  reformation  and  thus  be  entitled  to 
be  restored  to  their  former  Division,  and  to  all  the 
privileges  thereof. 

For  the  present,  the  boys  of  the  Third  Division  will 
continue  to  occupy' the  north  wing  of  the  Boys'  House, 
together  with  those  of  the  second,  there  being  no  build- 
ings that  can  be  appropriated  exclusively  to  their  oc- 
cupation.   But  after  the  Managers  shall  be  satisfied, 


12 


FOKTY-roURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


by  a  sufficient  trial  of  this  experiment,  that  it  can  be 
successfully  applied  to  the  reformation  of  the  older 
boys,  they  hope  to  procure  from  the  State  an  appro- 
priation to  enable  them  to  erect  another  wing,  with  its 
work-shop,  dormitories  and  other  appurtenances,  so 
that  the  separation  may  be  complete. 

It  will,  for  some  time  to  come,  be  a  matter  of  experi- 
ment to  ascertain  the  principles  and  hx  the  exact  rules 
upon  which  this  Division  shall  be  governed,  but  the 
Managers  contemplate  the  establishment  of  a  system 
by  which  these  youths  may  be  stimulated  to  refor- 
mation, proposing,  as  incentives  thereto,  the  giving 
them  a  portion  of  their  earnings,  discharging  them 
with  a  certificate  of  good  character,  and  such  other 
rewards  as  may  be  devised.  They  w^ill  watch  the  pro- 
gress of  this  movement  with  great  interest,  as  specially 
bearing  upon  the  subject  broached  in  the  Report 
for  1 867.  It  is  therein  said,  ' '  that  there  are  numbers 
of  young  men  bey o ad  the  age  of  sixteen  to  be  found 
in  our  prisons  and  penitentiaries  serving  their  terms  of 
sentence  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  who  are  thus 
shut  out,  both  by  the  disgrace  incurred  and  the  demor- 
alizing influences  of  a  penal  institution,  from  all  hopes 
of  reformation  and  of  a  better  life."  That  these  young 
men,  even  when  20  to  25  years  of  age,  may  be  reform- 
ed by  a  system  somewhat  analogous  to  that  pursued 
in  the  House  of  Refuge,  the  Managers  are  fully  per- 
suaded, as  well  from  their  own  observation  as  from 
that  of  their  Superintendent  and  Chaplain,  enlight- 
ened and  confirmed  in  their  cases  by  an  experience  of 
many  years  in  this  work.  The  third  reason  given  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Board  for  the  trial  of  a  Third 
Division,  is  that  it  will  afford  an  economical  and  prac- 
ticable means  of  attempting  the  reformation  of  criminal 
young  men.  If  the  Managers  can  establish,  by  the 
success  of  this  experiment,  that  ''criminal  young  men" 
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may  be  reformed,  they  trust  the  State  may  be  induced 
to  make  changes  in  the  enforcement  of  the  criminal 
laws,  whereby  the  reformation  of  the  criminal  may  be 
made  t]w  first  object ;  and  only  after  the  failure  of  this, 
shall  the  full  penalty  of  the  law  be  exacted  in  the  way 
of  punishment. 

By  reference  to  Table  II  of  the  Superintendent's 
Report  in  the  Appendix,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  have 
been  35  of  our  inmates  discharged  by  the  Courts  when 
brought  before  them  by  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 
There  have  been  more  than  40  cases  before  the  different 
Courts,  and  in  the  large  majority  stated,  the  children 
have  been  taken  from  the  care  of  the  Manajrers  and 
the  wholesome  discipline  of  the  institution.  That  there 
have  been  in  some  cases  errors  in  the  commitments 
fatal  to  their  legal  force,  the  Managers  are  aware,  but 
they  are  advised  that  it  has  not  been  so  with  all  that 
have  been  discharged.  An  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  one  of  the  Judges  has  been  taken  and  argued  be- 
fore the  full  bench,  and  the  Managers  hope  that  the 
decision  will  be  adverse  to  the  principle  laid  down  by 
the  Judge  in  this  case,  and  that  the  right  of  the  Man- 
agers to  hold  the  offender  under  commitments  similar 
to  the  one  set  aside,  will  be  affirmed.  The  Managers 
reluctantly  speak  of  this  aspect  of  the  history  of  the 
past  year,  but  are  constrained  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Legislature  to  the  fact,  as  the  increasing  number  of 
cases  of  discharge  under  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
and  the  grounds  upon  which  decisions,  adverse  to  the 
power  of  the  Managers  under  the  Act  of  1824  and 
subsequently  thereto,  are  made,  lead  them  to  fear  that 
the  benevolent  and  wise  provisions  of  the  State  enact- 
ments to  promote  tjie  reformation  of  the  youthful  of- 
fender may  be  rendered  futile  and  void.  The  Courts, 
with  all  proper  respect  the  Managers  would  say,  seem 
to  disregard  those  sentences  of  grave  importance  and 
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serious  injunction  in  the  7tli  Sec.  of  the  Act  of  March 
1824,  ''this  Act  shall  be  construed  in  all  Courts  and 
places"  benignly  and  favorably  for  every  humane  and 
laudable  purpose  therein  contained,"  as  also  to  w^ith- 
hold  from  the  Managers  credit  for  a  humane  and  wise 
exercise  of  their  right  and  power  to  discharge  in  all 
cases  where  the  welfare  of  the  inmate  either  requires 
or  justifies  it.  In  nearly  every  case  where  the  power  of 
the  Court  has  been  thus  invoked,  the  Indenturing  Com- 
mittee have  heard  the  friends  of  the  inmate  in  behalf 
of  his  discharge,  and  have  only  declined  to  interfere 
because  the  wise  ends  of  the  law  have  not  been  an- 
swered, and  the  good  of  the  child  as  well  as  the  right 
of  the  community  to  be  protected  from  his  misdeeds 
demand  his  confinement  in  the  House. 

The  History  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  counting  from 
the  date  of  the  earliest  efforts  of  the  benevolent  citizens 
of  New  York  in  this  and  kindred  work,  extends  over 
a  period  of  fifty  years,  and  has  become  a  subject  of 
the  deepest  interest  to  the  community.  JSTot  alone  does 
this  interest  arise  from  the  good  this  institution  has 
exerted  here  in  our  midst,  but  as  having  been  the  cen- 
ter from  whence  has  spread  the  wide  sphere  of  Re- 
form among  youthful  offenders,  resulting  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  more  than  twenty  Reformatories,  and 
furnishing  the  model  for  foreign  countries  also.  Fully 
impressed  with  this  fact,  it  has  occurred  to  the  Managers 
that  a  history  of  the  movement  of  Juvenile  reform  in 
this  country  would  be  most  acceptable  and  useful  at 
this  time,  and  supply  a  desirable  and  necessary  addi- 
tion to  the  literature  connected  with  philanthropic 
efforts  in  our  own  land.  The  Managers  deem  themselves 
especially  fortunate  in  having  among  the  officers  of  the 
House  one  whose  long  experience  in  this  particular 
sphere  of  labor,  and  literary  ability,  peculiarly  fitted 
him  for  the  task  committed  to  him.    They  have  there- 
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fore  had  published,  at  their  own  (expense,  a  work  enti- 
tled ''A  Half  Century  with  Juvenile  Delinquents  ;  or, 
The  ]Sr.  Y.  House  of  Refuge  and  its  Times,"  by  the 
Rev.  B.  K.  Peirce,  D.  D.,  the  C'haplain  of  th(^  Institu- 
tion. It  comprises  nearly  400  pages  of  valuable  matter, 
with  a  very  full  and  interesting  Appendix.  Though 
the  number  of  copies  sold  may  be  somewhat  limited, 
the  Managers  anticipate  that  by  the  arrangement  made 
with  the  publishers  they  will  be  reimbursed,  if  not 
wholly,  at  least  in  part,  for  the  cost  of  the  publication. 

It  w^as  shown  in  the  Report  for  the  year  1867,  that 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  that  year  w^ere  nearly 
equal,  the  apparent  deficiency  by  the  Treasurer's  Re- 
port in  the  former  to  meet  the  whole  expenses  being 
$2,444,49.  This  deficiency  has  been  paid  from  the  re- 
ceipts of  1868,  and  by  the  following  statement  taken 
from  the  Treasurer's  account,  herewith  annexed,  it  ap- 
pears that  there  is  a  surplus  remaining  to  the  credit  of 
the  Society  in  his  hands. 

There  have  been  received  by  the  Treasurer  during 


the  year  1868,  for  current  expenses  : 

From  the  State  Comptroller,  per  annum— allowance,  $40,000,00 

From  tlie  City  Comptroller,  per  annum — allowance,   8,000,00 

From  labor  of  Boys  and  Girls,   53,380,94 

From  Board  of  Education,  Theatrical  Licenses  &c,   19,938,56 

Total  Receipts  applicable  to  ordinary  expenses,  . . .  .$121,325,50 

And  there  have  been  expended  for  the  same  purjDOse  : 

For  Support  and  Maintenance,  $109,459,78 

For  Insurance,  cost  of  re-building  ) 

South  Shop,  beyond  amt.  insured,  and  for   [•   7,573,96 

Publishing  History  of  the  House,  )   

$117,033,74 

Reported  deficiency  in  1868,   2,444,49 

Total,  $119,478,23 

Surplus,   $1,847,27 


The  increase-of  our  annual  allow^ance  in  proportion 
to  the  growth  in  the  number  of  inmates,  together  wiYh 
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the  receipts  from  the  labor  of  children  and  the  decline 
in  the  price  of  some  of  the  articles  of  chief  consump- 
tion in  the  House,  have  enabled  the  Managers,  by  the 
exercise  of  a  strict  economy,  to  carry  on  the  institution 
during  the  past  year  with  the  funds  received,  and  to 
report  a  surplus  in  hand  towards  the  expenses  of  the 
year  upon  which  we  have  commenced. 

The  Treasurer's  account  of  the  Library  Fund,  which 
has  accumulated  from  legacies  and  gifts  for  the  in- 
crease of  the  Libraries  (Officers'  and  School)  in  the 
House,  shows  an  amount  of  $3,500  invested  in  U.  S. 
Five-Twenty  Bonds,  from  which  has  been  received  suf- 
ficient to  pay  for  the  books  purchased  by  the  Library 
Committee,  and  to  leave  an  amount  still  in  his  hands 
applicable  to  further  purchases.  The  annual  interest 
from  the  fund  amounts  to  $210  in  coin. 

The  Superintendent's  tabular  statement  and  compar- 
ison of  expenses  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  Appendix,  and  shows  that  the  net  cost 
for  each  child  during  1868,  has  been  $61,00 — a  dif- 
ference of  55  cents  in  favor  of  the  previous  year. 

The  Managers  refer  to  the  reports  in  the  Appendix 
from  officers  of  the  House,  as  evidence  of  the  faithful- 
ness and  ability  with  which  the  affairs  of  the  institution 
have  been  conducted  during  the  year  by  them  and  their 
co-workers.  The  resignation  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Hallock,  the 
Principal  of  the  Schools,  in  the  autumn,  made  a 
vacancy  in  that  important  office,  which  has  been  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Samuel  M.  Sprole,  a  gen- 
tleman of  education  and  such  experience  as  to  qualify 
him  for  the  duties  of  a  position  requiring  no  ordinary 
capacity.  His  predecessor  had  been  long  in  the  service 
of  the  institution,  and  by  his  ability  and  skill  as  a 
teacher,  his  ardent  love  of  the  work,  and  his  unceasing 
labors  among  the  inmates  not  only  during  the  week 
but  as  well  on  the  Sabbath,  had  established  his  char- 
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acter  as  one  of  tlie  most  valuable  and  highly  esteemed 
officers  of  the  House.  The  welfare  of  his  famil}',  and 
regard  for  his  own  health,  were  the  chief  reasons  that 
led  Mr.  Hallock  to  seek  a  home  in  the  West,  and  his 
resignation  having  been  reluctantl}'  accepted  by  the 
Board,  he  left  us,  bearing  with  him  our  earnest  wishes 
for  his  happiness,  and  success  in  his  new  s^Dhere  of 
labor. 

In  conclusion,  the  Managers  venture  to  quote  the 
closing  sentences  of  their  last  Annual  Report,  giving 
them  as  a  pledge  for  the  future,  and  appealing  to  the 
statements  that  have  been  presented  in  this  their  Forty - 
fourth  Report,  as  in  some  degree,  however  imper- 
fectly, carrying  out  the  sentiments  therein  expressed  : 
"  Taught  by  experience  and  encouraged  hy  the  success 
of  former  years,  the  Managers  would  j)ersevere  in  car- 
rying out  their  present  system,  not  in  a  spirit  of  obsti- 
nate adherence  to  old  ideas,  but  of  observant  and  care- 
ful estimate  of  every  principle  that  will  promote  and 
secure  the  great  ends  of  their  Institution.  They  would 
labor  in  this  cause,  as  in  past  years,  with  an  eye  single 
to  the  public  good,  throwing  aside  whatever  may  have 
been  proved  by  experiment  either  useless  or  preju- 
dicial, and  seeking,  in  all  right  methods,  for  whatever, 
in  their  own  experience  and  in  that  of  others,  may  im- 
prove and  benefit  the  subjects  of  their  discipline,  and 
enable  them,  at  the  proper  time,  to  resume  their  places 
in  the  community  as  orderly  and  reputable  citizens. 
To  secure  these  most  desirable  objects,  they  apjieal 
with  confidence  to  the  Legislature  to  continue  that 
liberal  and  generous  policy  towards  the  House  of  Ref- 
uge which  lias  always  been  shown  by  the  State,  pledg- 
ing themselves  to  discharge  this  imi3ortant  trust  in  the 
future,  as  they  have  in  the  past,  with  economy,  fidelity, 
and  zeal." 

New  York,  January,  18C9. 
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APPENDIX. 

REPORT  OF  SUPERIXTENDENT. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Jure  Nile 
Delinquents  : 

Gentlemen — Tlie  Superintendent  respectfully  reports  that  since  the 
establisliment  of  the  Institution,  in  1825,  the  whole  number  of  children 
received  is  13,878.    The  number  in  the  House  on  the  first  day  of  January, 


1868,  was  as  follows  : 

White  Boys   748 

White  Girls   186 

Colored  Boys   45 

Colored  Girls   17 

  996 

Were  received  during  1868  : 

AVhite  Boys   568 

White  Girls   131 

Colored  Boys   34 

Colored  Girls   16 

  749 


1,745 

Were  disposed  of: 

White  Boys   564 

White  Girls   181 

Colored  Boys   24 

Colored  Girls   15 

  784 

Leaving  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1869  : 

White  Boys.'   752 

W^hite  Girls   136 

Coloretl  Boys   55 

Colored  Girls    18 

  961 
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TABLE  I. — Showing  the  Sources  lolience  were  received  749  Children  during 

the  year  1868. 


White 

White 

C)lored' Colored 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Total. 

From  the  New  x  ork  Police  Courts, . 

80 

OQ 
<i6 

5 

1 

109 

184 

1  K 

10 

4 

0 

203 

66 

Q 

O 

4 

0 

78 

45 

1  Q 

1 

0 

59 

21 

1  / 

1 

4 

43 

"    Comniissioners  of  Public  Cliari- 

5 

3 

0 

10 

18 

-i 

i 

0 

0 

19 

0 

I 

0 

1 

o 
8 

7 

o 

1 

0 

1  A 
10 

10 

4 

1 

1 

16 

5 

2 

0 

0 

7 

3 

rv 
U 

1 

0 

A 

4 

O 

A 

4 

A 

4 

■i 
1 

lo 

"    Suffolk  "   

2 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

"    Oneida  "   

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

8 

0 

0 

0 

8 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

"    Putnam  "   

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

464 

103 

27 

9 

603 

Returned  after  having  been  dis- 

104 

28 

7 

7 

146 

568 

131 

34 

16 

741* 

T ABLE  II. — Showing  the  disposition  of  784  Children  during  the  year  1868. 

White 

White 

Colored  Colored 

Total. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

128 

0 

10 

0 

138 

96 

14 

110 

10 

0 

10 

3 

0 

3 

4 

0 

4 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

2 

"           Edge  Tool  Making. . . 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Cord  &  Tassel  Making 

1 

0 

0 

1 

"           Woolen  Manufact'ring 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

Discharged  by  Habeas  Corpus  

27 

7 

1 

0 

35 

368 

74 

12 

1 

455 

Died  

9 

3 

1 

0 

13 

Escaped  

2 

1 

0 

0 

3 

564 

181 

24 

15 

784 

superintendent's  report. 
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table  lll—Shoiri/ig  the  Tareidagc  of  603  Children  received  durinrj  the 

year  1868. 


American   94 

Irish   327 

German   73 

English   27 

African   40 

French   11 

Indian   1 

AVelsh   3 


Scotch  .  . . 
Swiss  .... 
Polish  . . . 
Italian  .  .  . 
Jewish  .  . . 
Unknown 
Bohemian 
Canadian. 


6 
2 
2 
10 
1 
4 
1 
1 


603 

TABLE  IV. — Showing  the  Ages  of  603  Children  received  during  the  year 

1868. 

was     7  3'earsold.  115  were  15  years  old. 


1 

6  were  8 

8 
26 
21 
52 
73 
105 


9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 


103 
54 
28 
7 
2 

9, 


16 

17 
18 
19 
20 
21 


Average  age,  14  years,  5  months,  and  11  days. 
TABLE  V. — Showing  the  Offenses  <?/  603  Children  committed  during  the 

year  1868. 


Petit  Larceny  281 

Grand  Larceny   28 

Burglary   13 

Vagrancy   222 

Assault  and  Battery   6 


Disorderly  Persons   50 

Forgery   1 

Rape   1 

Arson   1 

603 


TABLE  VI. — Showing  the  Social  Condition  of  Children  received  during 

the  year  1868. 

Have  lost  Fathers   129  I  Have  Step-mothers    22 

Have  lost  Mothers   53  |  Both  Parents  Living   285 

Have  lost  both  Parents.   55  I  Parents  Separated   18 

Have  Step-fathers   29  |  Unknown   8 

TABLE  Showing  the  length  of 'time  784  CJiildren  had  been  in  the 

House  who  were  disposed  of  during  the  year  1868. 


19  were  in  less  than  1  month 

35 

were  in  20 

13 

were  in 

1  " 

29 

21 

22 

2  months 

15 

22 

13 

(I 

3  " 

14 

23 

7 

4  " 

20 

24 

16 

(( 

5  " 

16 

25 

26 

(< 

6  " 

^ 

26 

22 

(( 

7  " 

6 

27 

20 

8  " 

5 

28 

18 

9  " 

6 

29 

22 

'< 

10  " 

6 

30 

24 

It 

11  " 

6 

31 

94 

a 

i2  " 

1 

32 

58 

it 

13  " 

4 

34 

47 

t( 

14  " 

4 

35 

42 

tt  — 

15  " 

3 

37 

39 

<( 

16  " 

3 

44 

39 

17  " 

1 

was  in  46 

82 

« 

18  " 

1 

48 

28 

tt 

19  " 

1 

52 

Average  time  in  the  House,  14  montlis  and  6  davs. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Shoicing  the  Weekly  Report  of  Children  in  the  House,  with  the  Amrage 
Number  during  the  year. 


Bo 

Girls. 

Total 

oys. 

Girls. 

T 

January 

3. . . . 

792 

2C0 

992 

July 

3.... 

742 

178 

920 

10.... 

780 

201 

981 

(( 

10.... 

732 

174 

906 

17. . . . 

779 

204 

983 

(t 

17.... 

743 

163 

906 

(( 

24.... 

771 

203 

974 

it 

24.... 

745 

158 

903 

31.... 

776 

202 

978 

(I 

31.... 

745 

154 

899 

February  7  

780 

190 

970 

August 

7.... 

743 

3  53 

896 

14. . . . 

781 

187 

968 

14.... 

751 

151 

902 

21.... 

781 

180 

961 

21 ... . 

759 

153 

912 

<( 

28. . . . 

782 

172 

954 

28.... 

752 

153 

905 

March 

G.... 

781 

170 

951 

September  4  

11.... 

754 

159 

913 

13.... 

779 

169 

948 

758 

161 

919 

ii 

20.... 

773 

172 

945 

18.... 

765 

164 

929 

27. . . . 

769 

173 

942 

a 

25.... 

774 

165 

939 

April  . 

3.... 

770 

180 

950 

October 

2.... 

773 

164 

937 

10.... 

764 

182 

946 

9.... 

760 

154 

914 

<( 

17.... 

756 

183 

939 

(( 

16.... 

765 

147 

912 

ti 

24. . . . 

754 

188 

942 

It 

23. . . . 

757 

149 

906 

May 

1  

749 

188 

937 

<( 

30. . . . 

762 

146 

908 

8.... 

735 

183 

918 

November  6  

766 

146 

912 

15.... 

728 

184 

912 

13.... 

764 

147 

911 

22. . . . 

720 

181 

901 

tt 

20. . . . 

764 

149 

913 

« 

29.... 

724 

182 

9oa 

tt 

27. . . . 

776 

154 

930 

June 

5.... 

727 

18i 

908 

December 

4.... 

784 

151 

935 

12.... 

725 

181- 

906 

11.... 

787 

149 

936 

(( 

19.... 

732 

182 

914 

it 

18.... 

789 

151 

940 

26.... 

728 

179 

907 

t( 

25. . . . 
31.... 

798 
807 

152 
154 

950 
961 

The  lowest  daily  census  was    894 

The  highest  984 

Average  for  the  year  931 

TABLE  IX. 

Shoicing  the  Work  done  in  the  Female  Department  during  the  year  1868, 
besides  the  labor  under  contract. 


made . 


Aprons 

Shirts  "   

Pants  "  .   

Jackets  "   

Caps  "   

Suspenders  "  .(pairs) 

Comfortables  "   

Mittens  "  .(pairs) 

Bed  Ticks  "   

Mattresses  made  over. . 

Pillows  "   

Hospital  Gowns  made.  . .  . 
Spreads  made  


969 
1308 
1551 
1556 
751 
1026 
294 
19 
44 
9 
12 
25 
33 


Flannel  Undershirts  made  944 

Chemises       made. .....  164 

Dresses  "    519 

Skirts  "    107 

Sheets  "    391 

Drawers  "  ( pairs )  4 

Towels  "    54 

Rollers  "    64 

Napkins  "    56 

Pillow  cases  "    30 

Under-waists    "    202 

Carpet -balls  "    346 

Collars  "    200 
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TABLE  X. 

Shoicing  the  Cost  of  Support  per  capita,  yearly  and  daily,  in  the  dif  event 
items  of  expense  ;  also  the  Gross  Cost;  the  Earnings  of  the  Children  ; 
and  the  Net  Cost  to  the  State  and  City. 


AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  INJIATES,  931. 


PROVISIONS. 

CLOTHING. 

1 

SALARIES. 

Whole 
Araouut. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

Whole 
Amount. 

i    1  Capita 
1  Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

$  c. 
53,069  26 

$  c. 
57  00 

c.  m. 

15  6 

$  c 
12,557  44 

$  c. 

13  48 

c.  m. 

3  7 

$  c. 
25,918  15 

?  c. 

27  83 

c.  m. 
7  0 

FUEL 

AND  LIGHT.  j 

BEDDING 

AND  FURNITURE.' 

BUILDING   AND  REPAIRS. 

Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

Whole 
Amount . 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

%  c. 
7,714  06 

$  c. 

8  28 

c.  m. 

2   2  1 

$  c. 
2,709  62 

$  c. 

2  91 

c.  m. 

0  8 

$  c. 

2,.353  61 

$  c. 

2  53 

c.  m. 

0  7 

BOOKS  AND  STATIONERY  FOR  HO«PTTAT  ^  OTHER   ITEMS    OF  EX- 

SCHOOLS  AND  CHAPEL.  uu.l-llA  .  PENSE  NOT  INCLUDED  ABOVE 


Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Cap  ta 
Daily. 

Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Dally. 

$  c. 
1,218  98 

$  c. 
1  31 

m. 
8i 

$  c. 
574  77 

c.  m. 
.61  5 

c.  m. 

$  c. 

;   3,343  90 

1 

$  c. 

3  59 

c.  m. 

0  9 

GROSS  EXPENSE. 

EARNINGS  BY  CHILDREN.  \ 

NET  EXPENSE. 

Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

$  c 
109,459  78 

.$  c. 
117  57 

C  m. 

32 

$  c. 
52,667  18 

$  c. 

56  57 

c.  m.[ 
15  5 

$  c 

56,792  60 

*  c. 

61  00 

0.  m. 
16  7 
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TABLE  X.— (Continued.) 
In  1867  it  was  as  follows: 


1 

GROSS  EXPENSE.  j 

EARNINGS   BT  CHILDREN. 

i 

NET 

EXPENSE . 

Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
1  Daily. 

Whole 
1  Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

$  c. 
115,030  24 

$  c. 
116  20 

cm.         $  c. 

31  8    ,  i  55,090  69 

II 

$  c. 

55  64 

c.  m. 

15  3  , 

$  c. 
59,945  55 

$  c. 

60  55 

c.  m. 
16  5 

Witli  few  exceptions,  the  flattering  prospects  of  the  end  of  last  year 
have  been  realized.  The  inmates,  somewhat  fewer  in  number,  have 
been  comfortably  accommodated  ;  regular  employment,  during  a  portion 
of  the  day,  has  been  furnished  each  child,  the  schools  have  been  open 
without  interruption  for  intellectual  culture,  and  the  Chapel  with  its 
sacred  teachings,  and  the  Sabbath  Schools  in  charge  of  devoted  Christian 
teachers,  have  afforded  wholesome,  moral  and  religious  instruction 
every  Sabbath  during  the  year. 

The  reports  of  the  Chaplain  and  of  the  Principal  of  the  Schools  enter 
into  the  details  of  their  respective  departments,  and  show  the  progress 
of  the  year.  The  impression  produced  upon  this  large  community  of 
young  persons,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  discipline,  are  discovered  in  the 
interest  manifested  in  the  school,  in  the  attention  secured  in  the  chnpel, 
in  the  order  and  industry  in  the  workshops,  and  in  the  characters  of 
those  who  come  back  to  us  after  months  and  years  of  absence  to  report 
themselves,  and  to  express  their  gratitude. 

The  details  of  the  Hospital  department,  and  of  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  House  generally,  are  fully  stated  in  the  Physician's  report.  The 
suggestions  contained  therein,  with  regard  to  personal  protection  (which 
have  in  part  been  anticipated  in  providing  the  boys  with  flannel  shirts 
for  the  winter  season),  and  especially  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  the 
small  sleeping  rooms  in  the  dormitory  halls,  will,  I  trust,  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Board.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  practicability  of  lodg- 
ing safely  a  number  of  boys  in  an  open  dormitory,  if  properly  warmed 
in  cold  weather;  and  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  effect  upon  the 
health  of  the  inmates  in  securing  to  them  a  large  open  hall  which  can 
be  easily  ventilated  and  supervised.  The  small  rooms  in  one  hall  in 
each  division  might  be  retained  for  disciplinary  uses :  the  remainder  we 
may  dispense  with,with  profit,  both  in  a  sanitary  and  moral  point  of  view. 

The  health,  as  was  feared,  has  not  maintained  the  standard  of  former 
years.  Doubtless  this  is  attributable  in  a  degree  to  the  large  number 
of  inmates,  and  to  the  severity  of  the  last  winter,  but  we  find  the  main 
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cause  to  be  the  accumulation  in  the  House  of  children  possessing  vitiated 
constitutions  and  lowness  of  vitality,  committed  mostly  from  Alms- 
houses, or  from  a  class,  which,  if  retained  in  their  several  towns,  would 
become  a  public  charge.  Such  children,  when  subjected  to  the  discipline 
of  the  Refuge,  show  very  little  physical  power,  and  soon  have  to  be  sent 
to  the  Hospital.  By  the  Amendment  to  the  Act  of  Incorporation,  passed 
March  23d,  1865,  power  is  conferred  upon  Overseers  of  the  Poor  to  com- 
plain of  any  child  in  their  charge  as  a  disorderly  person,  and  the  Magis- 
trate, if  the  charge  be  sustained,  is  authorized  to  commit  such  disorderly 
person  to  the  House  of  Refuge,  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  wisdom  of  this 
law,  if  due  regard  is  paid  to  the  suitableness  of  the  child  for  the  disci- 
pline of  the  Institution,  as  it  affords  an  opportunity  to  discipline  and 
educate  a  class  of  boys,  who,  without  this  provision,  would,  as  soon  as 
they  are  old  enough  to  provide  for  themselves,  be  turned  out  upon  the 
world  with  very  little  preparation,  and  with  very  little  incentive  to  an 
honest  course  of  life.  But  if  it  is  made  the  occasion  to  relieve  the  county 
of  the  support  of  the  juvenile  portion  of  its  pauper  population,  the 
House  of  Refuge  will  be  changed,  in  a  degree,  from  a  Reformatory  to  an 
Alms-house  and  Hospital,  Unless  there  is  some  defence  against  this, 
the  Institution  will  be  embarrassed  with  a  class  of  inmates  wholly 
unfitted  for  its  discipline,  but  whom  the  Managers  will  be  compelled  to 
retain  for  a  longer  than  an  average  period,  as  the  usual  mode  of  dispo- 
sing of  them  by  indenture,  or  by  discharge  to  friends,  will  not  be  avail- 
able in  their  case.  I,  therefore,  recommend  that  such  legislation  be 
secured  as  will  give  the  Board  power,  in  its  discretion,  to  return  sub- 
jects of  this  class,  after  a  sutficient  trial,  to  the  respective  counties  from 
which  they  were  committed. 

The  burning  of  the  south  shop  on  the  evening  of  the  12th  of  February, 
deranged  the  labor  in  the  first  division  for  nearly  two  months  A 
portion  of  the  boys  were  put  to  work  in  the  north  shop  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable, and  the  rotunda  opposite  the  chapel  was  put  in  readiness  to 
receive  the  little  boys  working  at  hoop  skirts,  until  the  shop  should  be 
rebuilt.  The  remainder  of  the  boys  were  employed  to  clear  away  the 
rubbish  preparatory  to  rebuilding,  and  when  not  needed  for  this  pur- 
pose they  were  sent  to  school.  The  fire  originated  near  one  of  the 
stoves,  after  the  shop  had  been  closed  for  the  night,  and  was  accidental. 
Steps  were  at  once  taken  to  rebuild  it,  but  owing  to  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather  it  was  not  completed  until  the  ITth  of  April,  when  it  was 
again  occupied  by  the  contractors.  It  is  on  the  site  of  the  one  destroyed, 
150  feet  by  30  feet,  three  sxories  high,  being  of  same  dimensions  as  the 
former.  The  expense  of  its  reconstruction  was  largely  diminished  by 
availing  ourselves  of  the  labor  of  our  inmates,  and  by  doing  the  greatest 
part  of  the  carpenters'  work  ourselves.  The  whole  cost  of  rebuilding 
amounted  to  $0,316.14,  $4,000  of  which  was  covered  by  Insurance. 
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The  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  lot  and  stable  on  117th  street 
enabled  the  Board  to  order  necessary  repairs  to  the  dock,  and  to  construct 
a  suitab^  boathouse  for  the  accommodation  of  the  ferry.  New  piles 
have  been  driven,  and  the  dock  covered  with  new  plank,  so  that  it  is 
now  in  good  repair,  and  will  serve  for  several  years.  A  shed  50  ft,  by 
12  ft.  has  been  built  on  the  north  side  of  the  dock  to  protect  freight  in 
its  passage  to  and  from  the  steamboat.  The  new  boathouse  is  54  ft.  by 
35  ft.,  built  on  piles,  so  as  to  admit  the  boat  to  pass  in  under  to  the 
stairs  to  land  passengers  ;  and  the  inclosure  also  furnishes  a  good  pro- 
tection to  the  boats  when  not  in  use.  Overhead  is  constructed  a  com- 
fortable waiting-room.  Between  the  house  and  dock,  on  the  south  side, 
is  a  slip  20  ft.  wide,  for  landing  freight ;  it  affords  also  a  safe  moorage 
for  the  scow. 

The  cost  of  these  several  improvements  is  as  follow,  viz. : — 


Rebuilding  South  Shop  $6,316  14 

Repairs  to  Dock   1,049  79 

New  Boathouse   1,677  86 

Shed  on  the  dock   105  89 

Covering  and  Painting  Ice  House   131  40 

Making  a  total  of  $9,281  08 

To  offset  this  is  the  Insurance  $4,000  00 

Received  from  Lot  and  Stable   3,000  00      7,000  00 


Leaving  a  balance  paid  from  current  funds  of  $2,281  08 

The  workshops,  school-house  and  kitchen  have  each  been  thoroughly 
painted,  and  other  necessary  repairs  have  been  made  on  the  other  build- 
ings ;  but  as  we  have  been  able  to  do  most  of  the  work  ourselves,  these 
items  of  expense  are  somewhat  less  than  last  year.  The  buildings  are 
now  in  a  good  condition,  but  as  they  grow  older  they  will  require  a 
greater  outlay  every  year  to  keep  them  in  order. 

The  gardens  yielded  a  good  supply  of  vegetables  during  the  season, 
which  contributed  largely  to  promote  the  health  of  the  inmates. 

The  Female  Department,  in  charge  of  Miss  Julia  O'Bryan  and  her 
assistants,  has  sustained  its  well-earned  reputation  for  economy,  industry 
and  good  order.  All  the  sewing,  washing,  etc.,  as  heretofore,  for  the 
whole  establishment,  besides  the  domestic  work  of  the  department,  has 
been  done  by  the  girls  ;  and  in  addition  to  this  they  have  returned  in 
cash,  for  labor,  $3,932  02. 

The  cost  of  support  for  the  year  is  $109,459  78,  making  an  average 
cost  per  capita  of  $117  57  ;  this  is  reduced  by  the  earnings  of  the  chil- 
dren, amounting  to  $52,667  18  (this  is  nearly  $2,300  less  than  it  would 
have  been  had  we  met  with  no  misfortune),  to  $56  57,  or  to  a  net  cost 
of  $61  00  per  capita. 
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The  schools  sustained  a  loss  in  the  resignation  of  Mr.  E.  II.  Ilallock. 
in  October,  as  Principal.  Mr.  Hallock  had  been  a  fellow  laborer  since  the 
occupation  of  the  present  buildings  in  1854.  Under  his  supervision 
the  schools  attained  to  a  high  state  of  efficiency,  and  his  influence  was 
felt  in  all  the  departments.  He  was  succeeded  by  S.  M.  Sprole,  Esq., 
who  is  still  in  charge. 

The  officers  generally  have  exhibited  their  accustomed  zeal  in  their 
devotions  to  the  interests  of  the  Institution,  and  are  worthy  of  com- 
mendation. 

In  reviewing  the  events  of  the  past  year,  we  feel  a  renewed  obligation 
to  a  kind  Providence  for  the  progress  and  continued  prosperity  of  the 
Institution. 

To  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  to  the  several  Committees,  I  tender  my 
grateful  acknowledgments.  All  my  requisitions  have  met  a  ready 
response,  and  every  facility  has  been  afforded  me  in  the  performance  of 
my  duty. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ISRAEL  C.  JONES, 

S  uperintendent. 

House  of  Refuge,  Randall's  Island,  December  31,  1868. 


CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 


To  the   Managers  of  the    Society  for  the  Reformation    of  Juvenile 
Delinquents  : 

Gentlemen— The  labors  of  the  Chaplain  simply  repeat  themselves 
year  after  year.  There  is  nearly  an  entire  change  in  his  great  audience 
annually,  but  each  succeeding  body  occupying  the  Chapel  seats  is  in  the 
same  condition  morally,  and  calls  for  the  same  religious  "  nurture  and 
admonition."  Like  a  great  river,  ever  flowing  onward  to  the  sea,  between 
the  same  banks,  the  tide  of  periled  youth  sweeps  through  the  halls  of  the 
House  of  Refuge ;  the  stream  is  unvarying,  but  the  waters  are  constantly 
renewed.  This  peculiarity  in  his  flock  makes  the  office  of  the  Chap- 
lain especially  delicate  and  solemn.  What  his  hand  finds  to  do,  must  in- 
deed, be  done  with  his  might,  and  done  at  once.  These  young  persons 
do  not  remain  under  his  ministry  to  be  trained  through  the  whole 
period  of  their  exposed  youth,  in  all  the  tempers,  labors,  and  charities  of 
a  religious  life.  He  can  only  point  them  to  Him  who  is  the  Way,  the 
Truth,  and  the  Life,  and  then  dismiss  them,  perhaps,  to  all  the  evil  influ- 
ences of  an  irreligious  home,  praying  that  He,  in  whom  they  have 
learned  in  some  measure  to  trust,  may  "  send  His  angel  before  them  to 
guide  them  in  their  way." 

The  moral  power  of  the  public  religious  services  of  the  House  is 
marked,  and  is  noticed  by  all  persons  uniting  with  us  in  Divine  wor- 
ship. The  great  company,  nearly  a  thousand  strong,  uniting  in  the 
common  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  in  the  devout  hymns,  and  in  the 
prayers,  is  not  only  a  spectacle  peculiarly  impressive  and  aflecting,  but 
it  creates  of  itself  a  volume  of  moral  influence,  which  is  powerful, 
under  the  blessing  of  God,  in  shaping  the  heart  and  life  of  the  young 
worshippers. 

In  this  specially  favorable  condition  to  hear  and  to  be  affected  by  the 
truth,  the  Chaplain,  and  the  Christian  Ministers  who  come  to  his  aid, 
are  permitted  to  preach  the  Gospel,  by  which  alone  childhood  and  age 
are  saved.  The  Sabbath  study  of  the  Bible,  morning  and  evening  pray- 
ers, the  mellow  hours  of  sickness  in  the  Hospital,  and  personal  inter- 
views, aflbrd  other  favorable  occasions  to  repeat  and  enforce  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  pulpit. 

This  moral  work  goes  silently  on  ;  the  seed  grows  while  men  sleep, 
but  often  the  germ  of  the  final  harvest  manifests  itself.  A  boy  about 
fifteen  years  of  age  died  quite  suddenly  last  winter.    Before  he  lost  his 
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consciousness,  tlie  Chaplain  had  several  interviews  with  him.  To  the 
question  :  "  For  whom  did  Jesus  die,  my  boy  ?  "  he  responded  at  once, 
and  with  remarkable  emphasis,  "  H3  died  for  me!"  He  had  been  ac- 
customed, he  said,  constantly  to  pray  before  he  became  sick.  He  hoped 
and  expected  to  recover,  but  if  he  should  not,  he  was  not  afraid  to  trust 
himself  in  his  Saviour's  hands.  His  life  finally  went  suddenly  out, .like 
the  extinguishing  of  a  candle.  When  it  was  announced  among  the 
smaller  boys  of  the  Refuge,  just  as  they  were  going  to  their  beds,  that 
Bown  was  dead,  one  little  fellow  responded  at  once,  "  Well,  it  is  all  right 
with  him  !  "  When  asked  what  he  meant  by  this  expression,  he  said: 
— "  Some  time  ago,  when  we  were  in  the  yard,  I  was  hit  with  a  hard 
snow-ball ;  turning  round  I  saw  Bown,  and  thought  he  did  it.  It  made 
me  angry,  and  I  swore  at  him.  But  he  did  not  throw  it.  In  a  little  while 
he  took  me  by  the  arm,  and  led  me  into  the  wash-room.  Then  he  said 
T  must'nt  cuss,  and  he  took  his  Testament  from  his  pocket  and  read  it 
to  me.  I  know  it  is  all  well  with  him  now  he's  gone."  True  enough,  in 
one  of  his  pockets  his  well-worn  Testament  was  found ;  and  as  his 
parents  were  bearing  his  body,  after  the  funeral,  to  the  boat  to  carry  him 
to  the  Cemetery,  the  officer  of  the  House,  who  had  felt  so  much  inter- 
ested in  the  book  as  to  have  preserved  it  for  himself,  brought  it  and 
gave  it  to  his  father  as  a  memorial  of  his  son,  that  he  especially  would 
desire  to  have. 

One  cannot  become  familiarly  acquainted  with  these  children  with- 
out being  impressed  with  the  double  work  that  the  House  is  effecting 
for  the  community.  The  great  body  of  these  young  persons  were  enter- 
ing upon  a  criminal  life,  and  would  have  become  a  permanent  addition 
to  the  criminal  and  dangerous  class  of  society.  One  cannot  think  with- 
out horror  of  an  annual  growth  of  this  class,  such  as  would  inevitably 
have  occurred,  to  the  amount  of  our  large  yearly  accessions,  if  the  pre- 
ventive and  reformatory  influences  of  the  House  had  not  intervened. 

But  in  saving  society  from  such  an  appalling  infliction,  we  are  ena- 
bled also  to  secure  the  salvation,  from  a  life  of  crime,  of  at  least  a  large 
proportion  of  these  young  persons.  The  few  that  turn  aside  again  to 
their  evil  ways — prey  upon  the  community,  and  spend  a  large  portion  of 
their  lives  in  the  Penitentiary — afford  significant  illustrations  of  what 
would  have  been  the  history  of  the  majority  had  they  not  been  stopped 
in  their  career.  Of  the  less  than  one-quarter  that  turn  out  badly  we 
are  quite  sure  to  hear,  as  they  make  themselves  companions  by  their 
crimes;  but  of  the  three-quarters  who  glide  silently  back  into  society, 
and  live  out  honest  and  useful  lives,  the  world  takes  little  note.  The 
community  may  well  be  thankful  that  the  House  has  in  a  degree  ren- 
dered them  voiceless  in  its  own  praise  :  it  has  given  them  so  favorable 
a  portion  in  life  that  their  early  connection  with  its  opportunities  is 
not  suspected.    Everywhere  in  the  State,  in  almost  all  firms  of  business 
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and  in  each  profession,  in  Ligli  social  positions  and  in  the  enjoyment  of 
wealth  and  respect,  the  graduates  of  the  first  House  of  Refuge  in  the 
country,  and,  indeed,  of  its  character  in  the  world,  are  to  be  found. 

During  the  past  year  the  Chaplain  has  had  occasion  to  review  its  whole 
history,  now  extended  over  nearly  a  half  century,  and  to  make  inqui- 
ries in  reference  to  the  results  of  its  discipline.  The  volumes  contain- 
ing the  records  of  the  inmates,  before  and  since  their  connection  with 
the  institution,  the  files  of  letters,  and  the  daily  Journals,  are  crowded 
with  the  most  affecting  and  convincing  evidences  of  the  usefulness  of  the 
House,  and  cannot  be  perused  without  awakening  the  deepest  sensibil- 
ity. It  is  safe  to  say  that  its  story  of  Christian  work  and  its  results  are 
unparalleled  in  the  records  of  any  organized  charity  of  the  present  cen- 
tury. If  the  survivors  of  over  twelve  thousand  boys  and  girls  who 
have  passed  through  its  halls  could  disclose  themselves  in  their  present 
condition  to  the  community,  it  would  produce  one  of  the  most  grateful 
surprises  ever  experienced  in  human  society. 

The  impression  made  upon  the  mind  of  the  writer,  in  a  somewhat  ex- 
tensive examination  of  the  various  reformatory  institutions  of  Europe 
and  America,  is,  that  there  is  no  peculiar  and  short-hand  processes  of 
curing  the  vicious  and  criminal  habits  of  children.  Success  has  not 
been  found  so  much  to  attend  certain  systems  as  certain  men.  To  some 
are  given  that  magnetic  power,  greatly  to  be  desired,  of  awakening  the 
consciences  and  affections  of  children  ;  of  leading  them  to  the  only  source 
of  moral  strength ;  of  arousing  within  them  a  manly  ambition  to  study, 
to  work,  and  to  be  useful ;  and  of  training  them  in  wholesome  and  pure 
habits.  Such  men  will  work  out  their  reformatory  processes  under  any 
moderately  favorable  external  circumstances.  There  are  three  great 
agencies  that  the  presiding  mind  of  such  an  institution  needs  to  have 
operating  efficiently,  and  in  entire  harmony  with  each  other— an  in- 
spiriting form  of  daily  labor,  a  live  school  for  daily  mental  training, 
and  religious  services  adapted  to  the  age  and  circumstances  of  the  in- 
mates. Every  child,  by  the  kind  and  animating  addresses  of  such  a 
Superintendent,  is  made  to  see  the  personal  advantage  which  he  is 
deriving  from  these  three  forms  of  training  appealing  to  his  threefold 
nature  —body,  mind  and  heart.  Now,  if  to  the  personal  inspiration  which 
a  leading  and  religious  mind  bestows,  and  to  the  constant  threefold 
training  in  correct,  physical,  mental  and  moral  habits,  be  added  the 
powerful  stimulant  to  the  child  of  a  discharge  to  his  own  home  or 
to  some  desirable  position,  to  commence  life  for  himself,  dependent 
upon  his  diligence  and  correct  deportment,  nothing  but  the  Divine 
blessing  seems  to  be  wanting  to  secure  reasonable  success  in  winning 
tempted  youths  back  to  the  paths  of  virtue.  This  is  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  New  York  House  of  Refuge,  with  facilities  in  each  great 
branch  of  the  reformation  and  training  work,  unsurpassed  in  the  world. 
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It  is  not  a  great  machine  operating  only  by  general  laws  upon  the 
thousand  young  people  passing  through  its  halls  at  one  time,  but  by  its 
carefully  arranged  details  it  brings  every  one  of  the  number  into  per- 
sonal relations  with  the  Heads  of  Departments,  and  with  the  Superin- 
tendent. The  health,  strength,  previous  life,  character  ofjfamily,  moral 
condition,  state  of  education,  probable  destination  after  leaving  the 
House,— all  these  things  are  considered  in  reference  to  every  individual 
inmate,  and  modify  the  discipline  to  which  he  is  subjected.  The  efl5- 
cient  law  of  assimilation  is  also  made  available,  by  bringing  these  young 
persons,  when  broken  up  into  classes,  into  relations  of  peculiar  intimacy 
with  their  particular  instructors  in  the  schools. 

If  the  Courts  would  add  their  powerful  aid  to  the  confirmation  of  our 
discipline,  by  such  care  in  their  warrants  of  commitment  as  will  save 
the  abrupt  discharge  of  a  young  person  before  the  work  of  reformation 
is  fairly  begun,  or  to  an  improper  guardian  ,  *  and  if  the  City  Police  would 
afford  the  defence  of  a  wise  surveillance  over  children  discharged  to  the 
City  for  the  support  of  their  friends,  and  secure  the  arrest  of  any  tempt- 
ed to  leave  their  country  homes  and  to  try  again  the  fortunes  of  the 
street,  the  number  of  criminal  lives  in  the  instance  of  those  committed 
to  our  care  would  form  an  unappreciable  proportion  of  those  that  would 
be  saved  to  themselves  and  to  the  community. 

During  the  past  year  an  interesting  Bible  class  has  been  sustained  on 
one  evening  in  the  week  among  the  officers  of  the  House,  and  the 
weekly  lecture  has  been  very  fully  attended.  Messrs.  Sheppard  and 
Herder,  the  latter  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  Rev.  Richard  Horton,  for- 
merly Chaplain  of  the  House,  and  Messrs.  Davis  and  Giffing,  have  regu- 
larly and  efficiently  assisted  in  the  instruction  of  the  Sabbath  Schools. 
To  the  Bible  Society,  Tract  Society,  the  M.  E.  S.  S.  Union,  and  to  the 
M.  E.  Book  Concern,  we  have  been,  as  heretofore,  placed  under  great 
obligations  for  Bibles,  Sunday  School  and  other  periodicals. 

While  noticing  the  Sabbath  Schools,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to 
refer  to  the  reports  which  have  been  scattered  of  late  through  the  public 
prints  in  reference  to  the  large  proportion  of  the  criminals  of  both  sexes, 
young  and  old,  now  under  restraint,  or  frequenting,  for  vicious  purposes, 
the  City  streets,  who  have  heretofore  been  connected  with  such  reli- 
gious institutions.    There  are  scarcely  any  of  our  inmates  who  will  not 

*  Three  bright  little  Italian  boys  were  committed  from  one  of  the  river  count ie?, 
some  time  since,  to  the  Honse.  They  were  street  musicians,  traveling  with  their 
harps  and  violins.  They  were  arrested  for  a  serious  oflence.  and  committed  as 
vagrants,  without  sufficient  care  in  the  preparation  of  the  warrant,  to  the  custody  of 
the  Refuge.  Certain  parties^  in  the  city,  who  had  heretofore  availed  themselves  of 
the  earnings  of  the  little  fellows,  found  out  their  place  of  retreat,  and  sued  out  a  writ 
of  Ilalieas  Corpus.  The  lads  were  very  promising-,  had  become  interested  in  the 
Scho:)l.  and  were  entirely  contented;  indeed,  the  younger  one  cried  when  his  )ld  rags 
were  driven  him  again  to  put  on.  and  said  he  did  not  wish  to  leave  the  Refuge— that  he 
had  been  hungrj-  and  cold  oxitside.  The  deficiencies  of  the  warrant  were  found  to  be 
fatal,  and  the  three  bright  boys  were  sent  out  into  the  streets  again,  to  a  life  of 
vagrancy  and  crime. 
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respond  in  tlie  affirmative,  if  asked  the  question — have  you  heretofore 
attended  Sunday  School  ?  Sometime  in  their  lives  they  have  been 
present  at  such  a  School,  or  for  a  limited  period  have  been  connected 
with  it.  Tn  most  instances  it  has  been  with  a  Mission  School,  but  after 
with  a  Catholic  or  Protestant  Church  School.  But  this  fact  proves 
nothing,  save  that  the  institution  has  in  our  day  been  very  widely  ex- 
tended. It  has  no  significance  as  an  expression  of  the  efficiency  or  ineffi- 
ciency of  these  Institutions.  Our  children,  nearly  all  of  them,  say 
they  have  attended  the  Public  Schools,  but  the  great  body  of  them 
show  no  evidence  of  this.  They  have  sometimes  attended  School,  but 
oftener  have  been  the  truants  of  the  streets.  For  the  same  reason  it  is 
not  because  Sunday  Schools  are  not  powerful  agencies  for  the  preven- 
tion of  crime,  but  it  is  because  these  children  have  not  regularly,  for 
any  length  of  time,  attended  them,  that  they  have  yielded  to  the  pow- 
erful temptations  of  the  streets,  and  become  the  inmates  of  reformatories 
and  prisons.  Such  hasty  generalizations  are  not  in  the  interest  of  truth, 
and  throw  unfounded  discouragements  in  the  way  of  earnest  men  seek- 
ing the  welfare  of  the  young. 

There  are,  indeed,  exceptions  to  the  general  rule  ;  children  from  excel- 
lent homes,  and  from  continued  and  faithful  religious  instruction,  are  to 
be  found  in  haunts  of  vice  and  in  the  public  Penitentiaries,  but  these 
exceptions  are  rare.  These  unhappy  youths  are  either  of  a  peculiarly 
weak  moral  temper,  or  they  have  /alien  into  a  sudden  and  sharp  tempta- 
tion, as  many  a  strong  and  good  man  has  before  them.  But  these  do 
not  modify  the  general  truth — that  Bible  teaching  tends  to  a  virtuous 
and  not  to  a  vicious  life. 

There  has  been  nothing,  as  to  the  co-operation  and  facilities  for  the 
efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  that  the  Chaplain  has 
lacked  during  the  year ;  and  the  only  anxiety  he  has  been  permitted  to 
feel  is  that  he  has  failed  to  use,  as  conscientiously  and  faithfully  as  he 
ought,  the  extraordinary  opportunities  with  which  he  has  been  favored 
for  doing  good. 

BRADFORD  K.  PEIRCE. 

January  1st,  1869. 


REPORT  OF  PHYSICIAN. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  : 
Gentlemen — The  following  Report  of  the  Medical  department  of  the 

Refuge,  for  the  year  1868,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  whole  number  of  inmates  during  the  year  has  been   1,745 

The  average  number  is   1)31 

The  number  of  patients  requiring  hospital  treatment  was.  .  .  470 
Thirteen  deaths  have  occurred ;  of  them  10  were  boys  and  3  were 
girls. 

Diseases  causing  death  were  as  follows  : 

Bright's  Disease  of  the  Kidneys   1 

Consumption   4 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  

Pleuropneumonia  

Pneumonia  

Remittent  Fever  

Typhoid  Fever  

Erysipelas  

The  Deaths  were  : 

In  January   2       In  February    

In  March   1       In  April  

In  May   4       In  July  

In  October   1       In  November  

In  December   1 

In  addition  to  the  number  given  above,  there  have  been  attended  a 
larger  number  than  usual  as  out-door  patients. 

The  sickness  and  mortality  in  the  Refuge  has  been  greater  than  in 
former  years.  To  satisfactorily  account  for  this  large  increase  is  found 
to  be  ditSlcult,  for  the  reason  that  all  the  recognized  sanitary  conditions 
have  been  as  strictly  observed  as  in  former  years,  and  there  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  any  prevailing  epidemic.  The  unusual  severity  of 
the  past  winter  doubtless  had  an  unfavorable  influence  on  the  health  of 
the  inmates,  by  taxing  their  vital  powers  and  rendering  them  more  readi- 
ly the  victims  of  disease. 

The  sickness  for  the  most  part  has  been  confined  to  the  large  class  of 
constitutionally  depraved  and  cachectic  children,  many  of  whom  were 
received  from  Alms-Houses  of  distant  counties,  sent  to  the  Refuge  ap- 
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parent! y  for  support,  rather  tlian  for  the  legitimate  purpose  of  reforma- 
tion. The  present  sanitary  condition  of  the  House  is  satisfactory,  and 
the  health  of  the  inmates,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  class  men- 
tioned, is  good.  The  protection  of  the  inmates  of  the  House,  and  the 
security  from  destructive  diseases  is  necessarily  restricted  to  such  sani- 
tary measures  as  can  be  enforced,  and  such  nutrition  and  personal 
defence  as  will  in  some  measure  coujiteract  the  inevitable  deleterious 
agencies  arising  from  large  numbers  occupying  a  limited  space.  It  is 
believed  that  free,  open  dormitories,  as  far  as  may  be  deemed  practicable, 
would  be  a  great  improvement  over  the  present  arrangement  of  small 
rooms.  The  food  is  thought  to  be  sufficient  in  quantity,  of  excellent 
quality,  and  far  better  prepared  and  served  than  in  former  years.  Personal 
protection  during  the  inclement  weather,  by  additional  clothing,  has  been 
secured.  The  exposure  necessarily  arising  from  the  transitions  that 
occur  daily  from  the  warmer  workshop,  school-room  and  dining-room  to 
the  outside  air,  has  heretofore  proved  a  severe  tax  on  the  vital  powers  of 
the  children.  I  am  happy  to  bear  testimony  to  the  readiness  with 
which  every  suggestion  relating  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  House 
has  been  received  by  the  Superintendent  and  Board  of  Managers,  and 
the  cheerfulness  with  which  every  requisition,  to  secure  the  health  of 
the  inmates,  has  been  met. 

I  should  do  inj ustice  to  my  sense  of  the  personal  kindness  which  I 
have  received  from  all  connected  with  the  management  of  the  House,  if 
I  did  not  express  my  hearty  acknowledgment  in  this  report. 
Respectfully, 

HENRY  N.  WHITTELSEY, 

Physieian. 


REPORT  OF  LADIES'  COMMITTEE. 


The  Ladies'  Committee  of  tlie  House  of  Eefuge,  in  presenting  their 
Annual  Report,  feel,  in  reviewing  their  labors  among  the  girls,  that  there 
is,  and  has  been,  much  to  encourage  them. 

An  earnest  feeling  exists  with  some  of  the  girls  to  become  Christians. 
They  have  been  almost  invariably  respectful  to  the  ladies,  and  attentive 
listeners  when  taught  by  them  ;  thus  showing  the  effect  of  their  daily 
training. 

The  Girls'  House  is  in  excellent  order,  conducted  in  its  different  de- 
partments with  great  regularity  and  domestic  economy.  The  general 
health  of  the  inmates  has  been  good.  This  Department  numbers  150  of 
various  ages.  It  is  ours  to  labor  in  faith,  nothing  doubting,  with 
patience,  knowing  God  will  assuredly  grant  the  early  and  the  latter  rain. 

MARTHA  S.  FERRIS, 

Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  tlw  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile 
Delinquents: 

Gentlemen — At  the  annual  examination  of  the  Library,  the  books 
were  found  to  be  generally  in  good  order.  The  annual  increase  for  two 
or  three  years  past  has  been  so  considerable  that  accommodations  for 
the  proper  display  of  the  books  have  become  insufficient,  and  more 
shelf-room  is  required. 

The  Library  contains  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy  volumes 
(1,170),  presenting  a  good  variety  of  books  of  reference  and  general 
reading. 

During  the  year,  from  the  disposition  of  the  Managers,  thirty-five 
volumes  have  been  added.  A  donation  of  valuable  English  books  and 
documents,  upon  reformatory  subjects,  has  been  received  from  B.  B.  At- 
terbury,  Esq.,  of  the  Executive  Comrnittee. 

The  same  number  of  MagaiSines  and  Quarterlies  has  been  received 
during  the  year  as  heretofore,  and  a  larger  number  of  religious  news- 
papers, through  the  kindness  of  publishers  and  friends. 

The  Officers  of  the  House  constantly  avail  themselves  of  the  valuable 
intellectual  stores  thus  provided  for  them. 

The  Libraries  in  the  Boys'  Schools  contain  1,387  serviceable  volumes, 
and  those  of  the  Uirls',  804.  On  Christmas  day,  an  addition  of  between 
thirty  and  forty  volumes  was  made  to  each  department. 

These  large  Libraries,  for  the  Officers  and  inmates,  form  one  of  the 
pleasantest,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  sources  of  enjoyment 
and  improvement  connected  with  the  House  of  Refuge. 

B.  K  PEIRCE, 

Librarian. 

House  of  Refuge,  Randall's  Island, 
December  31,  1868. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRIXCIPAL  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delin- 
quents : 

Gentlemen— I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  Board  tlie  following 
Report  of  the  Schools  in  this  Institution,  for  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1868  : 

Number  of  Boys  under  instruction  at  the  commencement  of  the 


year     793 

Number  of  Girls   203 

Whole  number  of  Children  received  during  the  year   749 


Whole  number  instructed  during  the  year   1,745 


Of  the  749  children  received  during  the  year,  602  were  boys  and  147 
were  girls.  Of  the  boys,  290  entered  the  1st  Division  and  812  the  2d. 
Of  the  girls,  77  entered  the  1st  Division  and  70  the  2d. 

CLASSIFICATION    IN  READING. 

rOTS.  GIRLS. 

1st  Division.   2d  Division.      1st  Division.    2d  Division. 


Commenced  Alphabet  

34 

10 

12 

5 

Primer  

116 

130 

24 

16 

1st  Reader  

41 

36 

15 

23 

2d       "  .... 

22 

58 

12 

7 

3d       "  .... 

40 

44 

8 

4th  .... 

37 

34 

6 

6 

290 

312 

77 

70 

CLASSIFICATION 

IN  ARITHMETIC. 

Commenced  Addition  

ITS 

140 

52 

39 

"         Subtraction  . . . 

25 

34 

7 

13 

"         Maltiplication . 

21 

40 

7 

8 

33 

41 

6 

7 

Den.  Numbers. 

23 

39 

4 

3 

Fractions  

10 

IS 

1 

0 

Interest   

0 

0 

0 

0 

290 

312 

77 

70- 

PROMOTIONS' 

DURING  THE  YEAR— IN 

READING. 

To  Ist  Reader  

125 

104 

24 

22 

•'2d      "   r  

141 

135 

30 

31 

3d  -   

14S 

154 

39 

39 

"  4th   

209 

224 

44 

40 

40 
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IN  ARITHMETIC. 

To  Subtraction   138  112  24  32 

Multiplication   149  154  30  38 

Division^.    168  165  39  30 

"  Den.  Numbers   141  167  28  25 

"  Fractions   57  89  16  9 

"  Decimals    48  55  0  0 

"  Interest,  &c   61  77  0  0 

There  are  now  in  the  schools  961  children,  distributed  as  follows 

Boys  in  the  1st  Division   413 

Boys  in  the  2d  Division   394 

Girls  in  the  1st  Division   75 

Girls  in  the  2d  Division   79 

Present  standing  of  children  in  schools  : 


807 


154 


IN  READING. 


Alphabet  

  11 

4 

6 

0 

Primer  

49 

36 

11 

3 

1st  Eeader  , 

  78 

65 

14 

17 

2d   

70 

85 

10 

15 

3d  "   

  76 

83 

13 

17 

4th  "   

  129 

121 

21 

27 

413 


394 


IN  ARITHMETIC. 


Addition    138 

Subtraction   36 

Multiplication   34 

Division   76 

Den.  Numbers   96 

Fractions   15 

Decimals   8 

Interest,  &c     10 


40 
27 
88 
35 
129 
31 
15 


413 


394 


79 


IN  WRITING. 


On  Slates   138 

In  Books   275 

Geography   129 

Mental  Arithmetic   205 


105 
289 
204 
204 


DISCHARGES. 

Number  of  children  discharged  during  the  past  year  784 

Boys  from  1st  Division  295      Girls  fiom  1st  Division  105 

Boys  from  2d  Division  293       Girls  from  2d  Division   91 
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Standing,  when  discharged,  as  follows  : 


IN  READING. 

.8t  Reader                                 l»j  31  22  7 

•M      ••                                      ±2  m  23  19 

36                                              107  85  24  2!) 

4th     "                                       150  ICS  36  3H 

295  293  105  91 
IN  ARITHMETIC. 

Addition                                   16  14  15  2 

Subtraction                                10  7  7  5 

Multiplication                            12  ^0  S  19 

Division                                    107  59  39  29 

Den.  Numbers                             86  8.5  32  29 

Fractions                                    22  37  4  5 

Decimals                                    15  27  0  0 

Interest,  &c                               27  44  0  2 


295  293  103  91 

Of  the  children  received,  590  have  attended  various  Public  Schools, 
while  159  never  went  to  school  prior  to  their  entering  the  Refuge. 
Hoping  that  the  above  mav  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Board, 
I  am.  Grentlemen,  your  ob't  Serv't, 

S.  M.  SPROLE, 

Principal  of  Schooh. 

House  of  Refuge,  January  1, 1869. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  DAILY  JOURNAL. 


January  1,  1868. 

The  New  Year  opens  with  996  inmates  ;  793  boys  and  203  girls.  Of 
these,  one  boy  and  two  girls  are  confined  to  their  beds  by  sickness,  and 
a  very  few  others  complaining.  The  usual  holiday  customs  were  ob- 
served; the  storm  prevented  outdoor  sports,  but  all  were  ready  to  make 
the  best  of  it,  and  enjoy  the  day.  The  chicken  fricasse  for  dinner  and 
the  good  things  for  supper,  made  up  for  deficiencies  in  other  respects, 
and  all  retired  at  night  well  satisfied. 

January  6. 

F.  M  ,  who  was  indentured  in  1865,  called  this  morning.    He  is  an 

honest  looking  young  man,  and  is  evidently  well  cared  for.  He  will 
return  to  his  master  as  soon  as  he  has  seen  his  friends. 

January  31. 

T.  B  was  discharged  to  the  care  of  his  mother,  who  has  an  opportu- 
nity to  enter  him  in  the  Naval  Scbool. 

Three  boys  were  received  to-day  from  the  Police  Court,  for  vagrancy. 

C.  M  was  sent  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  obedience  to  a  writ  of  Hab'^as 

Corpus.  The  warrant  of  commitment  was  found  to  be  defective,  owing 
to  an  error  made  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  from  whence  he  was  com- 
mitted. An  adjournment  was  ordered,  to  give  opportunity  to  correct 
the  warrant.  His  Honor,  Judge  Cardozo,  took  occasion  to  say  he  de- 
sired to  co-operate  with  the  Board,  and  would  not  discharge,  only  when 
compelled  to  do  so. 

February  6. 

Nine  children  were  discharged  to  their  friends,  who  have  provided  for 
them  in  good  places. 

Messrs.  Bogert  &  Cromwell,  of  the  Indenturing  Committee,  visited  the 
House  ofiBcially  this  day. 

The  earnings  for  January  amount  to  $5,418.05. 

February  12. 

The  South  shop  was  consumed  by  fire  this  evening.  The  fire  was  dis- 
covered a  little  before  six  o'clock,  and  notwithstanding  the  use  of  all 
the  means  at  command,  it  could  not  be  arrested  till  the  whole  building 
was  in  ruins.  During  the  fire  the  boys  were  in  the  schools,  and  part  of 
the  time  one  division  of  400  was  in  charge  of  the  female  teachers.  The 
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most  perfect  order  was  maintained,  and  after  the  building  had  fallen,  all 
were  discharged  to  their  rooms  with  the  usual  regularity.  This  misfor- 
tune throws  the  whole  division  out  of  work  for  the  present,  until  other 
arrangements  are  made. 

February  19. 

We  commenced  to  rebuild  the  South  Shop  to-day.  If  the  weather 
prove  favorable  we  shall  have  it  ready  to  occupy  in  a  few  weeks. 

February  23. 

The  sharp  change  of  weather  compels  us  to  stop  work  on  the  shop. 
The  river  being  frozen  over,  we  shall  embrace  the  opportunity  to  sled 
across  what  timber  we  need.  The  boys  like  the  fun,  as  they  call  it,  and 
volunteers  are  plenty. 

February  27. 

The  weather  has  moderated  sufficiently  to  allow  us  to  resume  work  on 
the  shop. 

The  Kelly  Manufactory  have  put  to  work  this  morning  47  of  the  First 
Division  boys,  and  Mr.  Whitehouse  has  60  more  employed  in  the  North 
shop.  As  soon  as  we  can  complete  the  fixtures  in  the  rotunda  opposite 
the  chapel,  we  shall  employ  an  additional  number. 

March  11. 

Catherine  D  ,  whose  term  of  service  has  expired,  accompanied 

her  master  this  morning  on  a  visit  to  the  Refuge.  She  has  been  in  her 
place  a  little  more  than  three  years,  and  has  given  good  satisfaction. 

March  12. 

Dennis  H         called  this  afternoon.     He  appears  to  be  an  honest 

young  man,  and  we  hear  he  is  doing  well.  He  left  the  Retuge  several 
years  ago,  and  is  now  grown  up. 

Mrs.  Miller  and  Miss  Bertine,  of  the  Ladies'  Committee,  visited  the 
Female  Department  to-day. 

March  17. 

George  G         called  this  morning.    He  left  the  House  fourteen  years 

ago,  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade  with  his  father.  He  is  married,  and 
is  living  near  to  us,  doing  well. 

March  19. 

Charles  O         called  to-day.    He  was  discharged  in  1864.    He  is  in 

good  business,  and  is  respectable. 

March  21. 

The  Quarterly  Examination  of  the  Second  Division  Boys'  School,  was 
held  last  evening  in  the  presence  of  the  School  Committee. 
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March  23. 

Pliilip  I         visited  the  House  this  afternoon.    He  was  an  inmate 

21  years^ago,  and  is  now  34  years  of  age.  During  the  war,  and  some- 
time after,  he  was  in  the  naval  service.  He  is  married  and  living  com- 
fortably in  a  neighboring  State. 

March  26. 

Alice  H  came  on  a  visit  with  her  master  yesterday,  and  remained 

through  the  night.    She  gives  entire  satisfaction. 

March  29. 

John  N"         called  this  afternoon.    He  is  working  at  house-painting, 

and  appears  well.  When  he  left  us,  two  years  ago,  there  seemed  to  be 
little  chance  for  him. 

March  31. 

Edward  D  ,  a  respectable  young  lad,  visited  this  morning.  He 

was  discharged  in  1864,  to  go  to  his  friends  in  Albany. 

April  3. 

John  M         visited  this  morning.    He  has  been  more  than  a  year  in 

his  place,  and  likes  the  farming  business  well. 

April  5. 

The  Chaplain,  assisted  by  Rev.  Dr  Lindsay,  of  Genesee  College,  offici- 
ated at  the  morning  service.  In  the  afternoon,  the  members  of  the  M. 
E.  Conference,  holding  session  in  Harlem,  were  present,  by  invitation. 
Rev.  Messrs.  Parker,  Luckey,  ex-Chaplain  at  Sing  Sing  Prison,  Whiting 
and  Wing,  made  short  addresses  to  the  children.  The  occasion,  we  trust, 
will  be  long  and  pleasantly  remembered  by  visitors  and  children. 

April  17. 

The  South  shop  is  now  completed  and  ready  for  use.  We  hope  in  a 
few  days  to  have  all  the  boys  in  the  first  division  regularly  employed. 

AjMl  24. 

Geo.  W.  B  called  this  afternoon.    He  was  discharged  in  1835. 

He  says  the  first  few  years  after  his  discharge  he  did  poorly ;  but  after- 
wards did  better.  He  is  now  in  good  basiness  in  Connecticut,  and 
appears  to  be  a  substantial  man. 

April  26. 

The  usual  morning  service  in  the  chapel  was  conducted  by  the  Chap- 
lain. 

His  Honor,  Mayor  Hoff'man,  and  lady,  and  Mr.  Winston  and  ladies, 
were  present  at  the  morning  service. 

May  7. 

Isaac  R  called  this  evening.    He  was  indentured  to  the  farming 
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business  iu  1861.  His  time  expired  three  years  ago,  since  which  time  he 
has  worked  for  wages  in  the  neighborhood.  He  appears  honest,  and, 
wo  jud^e,  is  doing  well. 

May  8. 

Messrs.  Atterburj,  Smith  and  Steward,  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
Messrs.  Strong,  Ilalsted  and  Alexander,  of  the  School  Committee,  visited 
the  House  officially  this  day.  Monsieur  DuChaillu  was  present  by 
invitation  of  Mr.  Alexander,  and  entertained  the  children  in  the  chapel, 
for  nearly  an  hour,  in  relating  his  experience  in  Africa. 

May  28. 

Messrs.  Strong,  Atterbury,  Steward,  Herder,  Bogert,  Franklin,  Hal- 
sted,  Cram,  Hoe,  Silliman  and  Van  Winkle,  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 
accompanied  by  Judges  Ingraham  and  Jones,  of  the  Supreme  Court  ; 
Justices  Connolly,  Kelly,  Dodge  and  Ledwith,  of  the  New  York  Special 
Sessions  and  Police  Courts;  Robert  Johnston,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Special 
Sessions;  Justice  Atkins  of  Yonkers ;  Marshal  D.  Tappan,  of  New  Y'ork; 
Messrs.  Vandervoort  and  Sparks,  of  Court  of  Sessions,  N.  Y.,  visited  the 
Institution  this  afternoon,  and  inspected  the  various  departments.  The 
guests  were  pleased  with  the  workings  of  the  Institution,  and  the  Judges 
of  the  Civil  and  Criminal  Courts  expressed  their  desire  to  co-operate 
with  the  Managers  in  the  work  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

John  C  was  permitted  to  attend  his  father's  funeral,  in  Brooklyn, 

and  to  remain  with  the  family  until  Saturday  morning. 

May  30. 

John  C  returned  this  morning,  at  the  appointed  hour. 

May  31. 

George  C         called  this  afternoon.    He  left  the  House  in  1852.  Ten 

years  ago  he  was  appointed  on  the  Metropolitan  Police,  and  is  still  in 
the  service.    He  is  married  and  has  a  pleasant  family. 

June  8- 

Louisa  M.  B  called,  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  V  ,  to  recommend  them 

as  proper  persons  to  have  a  girl  from  the  Refuge.  She  has  been  in  her 
place  more  than  two  years,  and  is  highly  respected. 

June  26. 

The  quarterly  examination  of  the  First  Division  Boys'  School,  this 
evening,  by  the  School  Committee,  proved  very  satisfactory. 

July  4. 

The  usual  customs  were  observed  in  the  Institution  in  honor  of  the 
day.  The  addresses  in  the  chapel  by  Messrs  Strong,  President  of  the 
Board,  Gitfing  and  Lee,  were  pleasant  to  the  children,  and  they  in  turn 
entertained  their  visitors  with  several  National  songs,  under  the  leader- 
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ship  of  Miss  Stockwell.  Many  visitors  were  present  during  the  day, 
and  among  them  were  several  former  inmates. 

Messrs.  Strong,  Halsted  and  Herder  were  present  during  the  day. 

July  10. 

Patrick  D         called  this  afternoon.    He  was  indentured  about  three 

years  ago  to  a  trade,  in  the  interior  of  the  State.  He  is  on  a  visit  to  his 
friends  for  a  few  days,  and  then  will  return  to  his  business.  He  is  a 
likely  young  man. 

August  1. 

John  W         called  this  afternoon.    He  left  the  House  in  1852,  to 

serve  the  farming  business  until  his  twenty-first  year.  On  reaching  his 
majority,  he  learned  the  painting  trade,  and  is  now  at  work  on  his  own 
account.    He  is  married  and  well  settled  in  his  own  house. 

September  3. 

Mary  C  has  served  her  time  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  her  mis- 
tress, and  leaves  respected  by  all  the  family.  She  will  visit  the  Chap- 
lain's family  for  a  few  days,  before  entering  upon  an  engagement  for 
wages.    She  is  a  modest,  intelligent  young  woman. 

Septemher  4. 

Mary  F  ,  indentured  in  1868,  has  served  her  time,  and  now  calls 

to  learn  of  the  residence  of  her  friends.  During  her  apprenticeship  the 
reports  of  her  mistress  were  favorable.  There  is  a  striking  contrast  in 
her  appearance  now  and  when  she  first  came  to  the  Refuge. 

Sepiembei'  8. 

James  H         and  his  sister  Mary  called  this  evening.    Two  worthy 

young  people.    James  is  married  and  doing  business  at  T  .  Mary 

lives  with  his  family,  and  works  in  the  Factory. 

October  5. 

William  B         and  John  K         called  this  afternoon.    Tlie  former 

is  employed  at  his  trade  in  an  Eastern  City.  The  latter  was  sent  West 
ten  years  ago  this  day.  For  a  few  years  his  conduct  was  not  creditable, 
but  afterwards  he  did  better,  and  is  now  an  enterprising  young  man. 

October  12. 

James  W  .  a  young  man  of  respectable  appearance,  called  to-day. 

He  was  discharged  in  1863,  is  23  years  of  age,  and  in  good  business  in 
Jersey  City. 

Notember  4. 

Frank  O'C         was  permitted  to  attend  his  father's  funeral  in  the 

city,  and  to  remain  until  Friday,  the  6th  inst. 

November  6. 

The  Several  Committees  and  the  Board  of  Managers  met  at  the  House 
this  day. 

Frank  O'C         returned  at  the  appointed  hour  this  morning. 
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November  8. 

Anson  W         called  to-day.    He  was  discharged  to  the  care  of  his 

parents  in  1850.  Since  then  he  has  learned  the  carj^enter's  trade,  and  is 
now  working  at  it,  and  supporting  his  mother.    He  is  a  good  young  man. 

November  12. 

Charles  R         visited  the  House  this  afternoon.    He  has  served  his 

time  and  brings  a  good  recommendation  from  his  master. 

November  19. 

Mich'l,  B — —  has  served  his  full  time  at  the  blacksmith's  trade.  He 
calls  to  see  if  he  can  get  work  as  foreman  in  the  shoe-shop,  until  spring, 
when  he  will  engage  at  his  trade  under  instructions.  The  Contractor 
will  put  him  to  work  on  Monday. 

November  26. 

In  accordance  with  the  proclamations  of  the  authorities,  the  work  in 
the  House  was  suspended,  and  appropriate  religious  services  held  in  the 
chapel.  Rev.  J.  Henry  Smyth,  of  Philadelphia,  was  present,  and  assist- 
ed the  Chaplain.  The  afternoon  was  devoted  to  amusements,  and  in  dis- 
cussing the  good  things  provided  for  the  occasion. 

November  27. 

Francis  M  called  to-day.  He  was  indentured  in  1863,  but  subse- 
quently released  from  his  indentures,  and  allowed  to  go  with  his  father. 
He  is  now  employed  in  the  city  and  doing  well. 

December  18. 

Dr.  Hoyt,  Secretary  of  State  Board  of  Charities,  visited  the  House 
officially.  Messrs.  Atterbury,  Cobb  and  Steward,  of  the  Executive  Com 
mittee,  also  visited  the  House. 

December  25. 

This  being  Christmas  Day,  the  work  in  the  departments  was  suspen  - 
ded  and  the  children  given  a  holiday.  Several  of  the  former  inmates 
improved  the  occasion  to  visit  the  House,  and  most  of  them  were  able 
to  give  satisfactory  accounts  of  themselves. 

The  usual  holiday  treat  was  furnished  to  the  children,  and  all  retired 
at  night  well  satisfied. 

December  30. 

Rudolph  C  called  to-day.    He  was  indentured  in  1864,  is  still  in 

his  place,  and  doing  well.    He  will  be  of  age  in  a  few  months. 


LETTEES 


FROM  MASTERS  OF  CHILDREN  WHOSE  TERMS  OF  APPREN- 
TICESHIP HAVE  NOT  EXPIRED. 

George  T         was  received  Dec.  9th,  1865,  aged  14  years,  charged 

with  petit  larceny,  could  not  read,  had  associated  with  bad  boys  and 
acquired  the  habit  of  pilfering.  AVhile  here  he  advanced  from  the  first 
to  the  fourth  class.  He  Avas  indentured  March  20th,  1807,  to  the  farm- 
ing business.  The  Master  writes  under  date  of  January  8th,  1868,  as 
follows : 

Dear  Sir— George  T         still  remains  with  me,  and  I  have  every 

reason  .to  believe  him  to  be  an  honest,  upright  boy.  He  has  not  had  one 
day  of  sickness  since  he  has  been  with  me.  He  goes  to  school  and  im- 
proves very  fast.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  he  will  make  a  good 
scholar,  and  with  proper  training  he  will  make  a  good  man. 

Respectfully,  J.  W.  W. 


William  B         came  May  27th,  1863,  aged  9  years,  committed  for 

petit  larceny.  He  had  sufiered  neglect  from  his  parents,  his  lather  be- 
ing intemperate,  was  a  little  vagrant,  sleeping  out  at  nights,  and  had 
been  arrested  several  times  for  petty  offenses  beiore.  He  was  indentured 
March  31st,  ISbo,  to  the  farming  business.  His  master  writes  under  '^  ate 
of  January  ]9tli,  1868,  as  follows : 

Dear  Sir — William  B   is  still  with  me.  He  is  honest  and  indus- 
trious, and  has  improved  in  education.  He  goes  to  Church  and  Sabbath 
School,  and  I  think  if  he  lives,  will  make  an  ambitious  and  useful  man. 

Yours  truly,  W.  A  T. 


Philip  K         was  admitted  August  18th,  1863,  for  vagrancy ;  aged  12 

years.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  his  mother  married  a  worthless 
man,  and  Philip  became  a  wanderer  on  the  streets.  He  was  several 
times  in  the  hands  of  the  Police  and  finally  was  sent  to  the  Refuge.  He 
was  indentured  March  18th,  1865.  His  master  writes  under  date  of 
March  25th,  1868,  as  follows : 

Dear  Sir — Three  years  ago  I  took  from  your  Institution,  Philip  K  . 

He  is  still  with  me,  and  is  a  stout,  healthy  boy.  He  has  attended  school 
five  months  this  winter  and  made  steady  progress.  He  also  attends 
Sabbath  School,  and  brings  home  a  book  every  week,  which  he  reads 
through.    He  is  perfectly  contented,  and  bids  fair  to  make  a  good  citizen. 

Yours  truly,  R.  G.  C. 


Charles  H.  T         was  sent  from  the  Brooklyn  Special  Sessions,  June 

9th,  1866,  for  vagrancy  ;  aged  13  years.  He  was  an  orphan,  and  found 
wandering  in  the  streets  by  the  Police  ;  could  not  read.    While  here  he 
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advanced  to  the  third  chiss,  and  was  indentured  February,  18G8.  His 
master  writes  under  date  of  April  10th,  as  follows  ; 

Dear  Sir  -Charles  T  ,  indentured  to  me  in  February,  is  with  me 

still,  and  seems  well  satisfied.  He  has  proved  himself  a  brisk,  intelli- 
gent youth  and  is  doing  well.  I  wish  we  had  more  like  him  in  our 
neighborhood. 

Very  Respectfully,  W.  C. 


John  B         was  committed  Nov.  7th,  1865,  aged  9  years.   Had  a 

stepmother  and  a  poor  home ;  was  a  wanderer  in  the  streets  and  the 
Police  picked  him  up  and  sent  him  to  the  Refuge  as  a  vagrant.  He  had 
never  been  at  school.  Last  April  he  was  indentured  to  the  farming 
business.    The  master  writes  under  date  of  May  2d,  18G8. 

Dear  Sir — The  boy  John  B         is  with  me  and  I  am  glad  to  say  we 

are  very  well  pleased  with  him.  He  says  I  may  say  to  you  that  he  likes 
his  place,  and  thinks  he  would  like  to  be  a  farmer. 

Yours  truly,  H.  R. 


William  A  a  colored  boy,  committed  May  16th,  1863,  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Public  Charities  and  Correction  as  a  vagrant ;  parents 
were  dead.  He  was  in  the  Colored  Orphan  Asylum,  but  became  un- 
manageable, and  the  authorities  transferred  him  to  the  Refuge.  He 
was  indentured  June  15tli,  1865.  The  following  is  from  his  master 
under  date  of  Sept.  26th,  1868. 

Dear  Sir— William  A         is  still  with  me  and  I  believe  he  is  a  good 

boy  He  attends  Church  and  Sabbath  School  and  improves.  He  will 
go  to  school  this  winter.  At  home  I  find  him  honest  and  industrious. 

Yours  truly,  S.  A.  B. 


John  H  came  May  10th,  1864,  aged  12  years;  was  an  orphan  and 

a  cast  off.  Had  never  been  at  school :  was  sent  here  for  stealing.  We 
indentured  him  July  6th,  1865,  to  a  farmer,  who  writes  under  date  Sept. 
25th,  as  follows : 

Respected  Friend — John  H  is  still  with  us,  and  is  honest  and 

industrious.  His  health  is  very  good.  He  goes  regularly  to  Sal)bath 
School  and  Church,  and  is  thought  well  of  by  all  who  know  him.  He 
spends  his  evenings  with  me,  and  has  no  desire  to  run  out.  He  never 
goes  out  without  liberty. 

Yours  with  respect,  M.  I.  P. 


Mary  D   was  committed  July  8d,  1863,  aged  9  years ;  was  aban- 
doned by  her  father,  and  her  mother  was  dead.  The  authorities  sent 
her  to  the  Refuge  because  she  had  no  home.  She  was  indentured  in 
1864.    The  following  is  from  her  master: 

September  3d,  1868. 

Dear  Sir — Mary  D  is  with  us  still ;  is  honest  and  im))roved  in 

education.  She  attends  Sabbath  School,  and  seems  desirous  to  please. 
Take  her  altogether,  she  is  a  good  girl,  and  we  are  well  pleased  with 
her. 

'  Yours  respectfully,  S.  C,  R. 


John  M         was  committed  Nov.  27th,  1866,  aged  16  years.  Sent 

for  vagrancy.  Parents  dead.  Could  not  read.  Was  an  idle  boy  and 
associated  with  bad  companions.  He  was  indentured  January'  28th, 
1868,  to  the  farming  business,  having  advanced  while  hero  to  the  5th 
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class.  The  Master  writes  as  follows,  under  date  of  September  7tli,  1868  : 
Dear  Sir  - 1  liave  a  good  account  to  give  of  John,  which  I  trust  will 
be  satisfactory.  He  has  done  and  is  doing  well.  He  was  a  little  home- 
sick at  fir^t,  until  he  became  acquainted  with  us  ;  but  now  he  is  one 
of  our  family  and  attends  Church  regularly.  I  think  we  shall  get  along 
well  as  he  seems  to  like  the  business.  He  sends  his  respects  to  all  his 
friends  at  the  Refuge. 

Yours  truly,  E.  B.  C. 


William  Q          came  Nov.  9th,  1863,  for  petit  larceny,  aged  13. 

His  father  was  dead  and  his  mother  was  married  again  ;  but  the  home 
had  no  attractions  for  William.  He  was  a  wanderer  and  petty  thief, 
and  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Police  frequently.  He  was  inden- 
tured February  22d,  1864.    The  following  is  concerning  him: 

September  16th,  1868. 

Dear  Sir— In  reply  to  yours  of  the  1st  inst.,    I  would  say  that 

William  G  is  still  with  me.    He  is  honest,  willing  and  obedient. 

He  goes  to  school  every  winter,  and  improves  in  learning.  In  the  sum- 
mer I  keep  him  at  work  on  the  farm,  and  I  find  him  a  great  help.  He 
is  healthy,  not  having  been  sick  one  day  since  he  has  been  with  me. 
We  have  a  large  Sabbath  School  which  he  loves  to  attend.  I  am  much 
pleased- with  him,  and  think  he  is  the  best  boy  that  ever  left  the  institu- 
tion. Yours  truly,  C.  E.  C. 


John  F  ,  aged  16  years,  was  sent  to  us  for  petit  larceny,  April  15, 

1864.  Had  no  regular  employment,  and  was  just  beginning  to  go  with 
bad  company.  He  was  indentured  Nov.  23d,  1865,  to  the  farming  busi- 
ness.   His  master  writes  under  date  of  Sept.  17th,  1868,  as  follows  : 

Dear  Sir — It  affords  me  pleasure  to  reply  to  your  interogatories. 
John  F   is  still  with  me.  He  is  industrious,  and  improves  his  oppor- 
tunities for  education.  I  have  entire  confidence  in  his  honesty.  He  is 
a  regular  attendant  at  Church  and  Sabbath  School,  and  is  ambitious  of 
future  respectability  and  usefulness.  His  time  will  expire  in  about  -six 
months,  after  which  I  think  I  shall  make  an  arrangement  with  him  to 
remain  with  me  for  a  longer  time,  perhaps  permanently. 

Yours  truly,  C.  C  W. 


M.  F  was  admitted  Sept.  6th,  1864,  as  a  vagrant,  aged  15  years. 

She  had  an  intemperate  step-father  and  a  worthless  mother— a  keeper 
of  a  house  of  prostitution  in  a  neighboring  city.  She  was  indentured 
Sept.  3d,  1865.  The  master  writes,  under  date  of  Sept.  22d,  1868,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Dear  Sir — I  received  your  note,  and  in  reply  would  say  that  the  girl, 

M.  F  ,  is  still  with  me,  in  good  health,  and  appears  well  satisfied.  She 

attends  Sabbath  School  every  Sunday,  and  church  as  often  as  she  can.  I 
think  she  is  honest,  and  will  grow  up  to  be  a  good  woman.  Her  time 
will  be  out  in  about  five  months,  and  then  I  would  like  to  get  another 
from  your  institution. 

Yours  truly,  G.  A.  S. 


John  H  a  colored  lad,  aged  15  years  was  sent  to  the  House  Feb.  2d, 

1863,  for  stealing  old  brass.  His  family  was  broken  up,  and  he  had  very 
little  opportunities.  We  indentured  him  July  14th,  1864.  His  master 
writes  under  date  of  Oct.  22d,  1868,  as  follows : 

Dear  Sir — John  H  is  still  with  me.    He  is  a  good  boy ;  has  some 

two  hundred  dollars  in  the  Savings  bank,  and  will  probably  stay  with  me 
until  his  time  is  out. 

Yours  truly,  W.  H.  V. 
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James  C  was  admitted  Feb.  Gth,  186G,  as  a  vagrant,  aged  15  years. 

Latterly  lie  had  been  a  wanderer  on  the  streets,  and  a  frequenter  of  places 
of  bad  repute  ;  had  been  arrested  several  times  for  fighting  and  otlier  mis- 
demeanors. While  here  he  made  good  progress  in  school,  and  conducted 
himself  very  properly.  He  was  indentured  May  20th,  1868.  The  master 
writes  as  follows : 

Nov.  1st,  1868. 

Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  your  circular,  James  C  is  still  with  me  ; 

enjoys  good  health  and  seems  to  be  contented.  He  his  honest,  and  is  will- 
ing to  work.    1  hope  to  be  able  to  report  favorably  of  him  in  future. 

Yours  truly,  W.  C.  K. 


James  N  came  May  13th,  186G,  for  petit  larceny,  aged  15  years.  Two 

seasons  before  coming  to  the  Refuge,  he  worked  on  the  canal.  Had  been 
a  hard  boy.  Was  indentured  May  20th,  1868.  The  master  writes  as 
follows : 

Nov.  2d,  1868. 

Dear  Sir — James  X  is  still  with  me  ;  is  honest,  industrious,  and 

is  improving.  He  is  contented,  and  says  he  wants  to  learn  to  be  a  good 
farmer.  He  goes  to  Church  and  Sabbath  School.  I  must  speak  well  of 
James,  for  I  think  he  is  learning  to  be  a  good  boy. 

Yours  truly,  E.  J.  K. 


William  M  ,  an  orphan  boy,  was  received,  charged  with  theft,  Aug. 

19th,  1865,  aged  11  years.  While  here  he  advanced  to  the  3d  class  in 
school,  and  was  a  fair  boy.  He  was  indentured  April  18th,  1867.  The 
following  is  from  his  master  : 

Dear  Sir — William  M  is  still  with  me  and  in  good  health.  He 

attends  Church  and  Sabbath  School  and  the  day  school  in  the  winter. 
He  is  as  ambitious  of  future  respectability  and  usefulness  as  most  boys. 

Yours  respectfully  J.  M.  A. 


Ella  M  was  committed  by  the  New  York  Special  Sessions,  Dec.  6th, 

1866,  for  petit  larceny.  Her  father  was  a  sailor  and  her  mother  a  mis- 
erable, degraded  woman ;  was  an  inmate  of  the  work  house  on  Black- 
well's  Island.  While  we  make  this  note  the  mother  is  in  the  office  en- 
quiring for  her  child,  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  The  little  girl  was  in- 
dentured Jan.  3d,  1868.    The  following  is  conc3rning  her  : 

April  3d,  1868. 

Dear  Sir — Ella  M  is  doing  quite  as  well  as  could  be  expected. 

She  is  in  good  health,  and  conducts  herself  as  well  as  almost  any  girl  of 
her  age.  She  seems  to  possess  a  kind,  pleasant  and  contented  disposition  ; 
is  happy  and  highly  pleased  with  her  home  and  such  things  as  we  have 
provided  for  her. 

Yours  truly,  A.  B.  W. 
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FROM  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  WHOSE  APPRENTICESHIPS  HAVE 
NOT  EXPIRED. 

January  18, 1868. 

Dear  Sir— I  improve  the  opportunity  to  write  you  a  few  lines,  to  let 
you  know  that  I  like  my  place,  and  that  I  am  well.  It  is  very  cold  out 
here,  but  we  have  not  much  snow.  I  send  my  best  respects  to  you  and 
the  Managers,  and  please  tell  Miss  Brush  and  Miss  Harris  I  do  not 
forget  them.  I  should  like  to  have  Mr.  Peirce  come  to  see  me.  I  send 
my  love  to  all  the  Matrons,  and  now  I  will  close. 

Yours  affectionately,  M.  F.  S. 


Maroh  3, 1868. 

Kind  Sir — I  now  sit  down  to  write  you  a  few  lines,  to  let  you  know 
I  am  well  and  like  my  place.  I  think  I  shall  stay  here.  If  you  please 
Sir,  I  would  like  to  know  where  my  brother  William  is.  I  had  a  letter 
from  my  mother,  in  which  she  said  he  was  in  Bergen,  but  I  could  not 
tell  where  it  was.    I  should  like  to  write  to  him.    Please  write  soon. 

Respectfully  yours,  R.  B. 


May  23, 1868. 

Respected  Friend— I  felt  greatly  flattered  by  your  speedy  acknow- 
ledgment of  my  letter.  The  kind  words  you  addressed  to  me  then  have 
encouraged  me  very  much.  I  have  very  little  time  for  study  now,  as 
our  busy  season  has  commenced,  and  there  is  little  else  to  think  of  than 
the  crops,  and  getting  them  in  the  ground.  I  suppose  you  know  it  is 
customary  in  the  country  to  work  from  daybreak  till  dark,  so  you  see 
that  after  supper  there  is  very  little  time  or  desire  for  study,  I  have 
been  persuaded  by  friends  to  give  up  the  idea  of  teaching,  using  that  as 
a  stepping  stone  to  the  bar,  and  try  to  enter  some  good  lawyer's  office 
at  once,  as  clerk.  This  I  think  will  be  a  good  plan,  but  how  to  do  it 
troubles  me.  In  the  first  place,  I  have  a  little  more  than  a  hundred 
dollars  to  start  with,  if  I  could  get  a  place  where  my  services  would 
pay  board  and  clothing,  and  I  could  have  an  opportunity  to  study,  I 
should  be  glad.  I  care  nothing  for  the  amusements,  such  as  young  men 
generally  desire,  and  am  willing  to  relinquish  all  for  the  next  five  years, 
if  I  can  only  obtain  the  opportunity  I  seek. 

You  must  excuse  me  for  intruding  my  personal  matters  upon  you. 
I  should  not  do  it,  did  I  not  know  that  you  would  be  interested,  since 
you  have  spoken  so  kindly  to  me.    With  best  wishes  to  all, 

I  remain  yours,  truly,  P.  G. 


Sunday  Morning ,  May,  1808. 

Rev.  Mr.  PEIRCE, 

Dear  Sir — I  am  in  my  little  room  reading  my  bible,  and  thinking  of 
you.  You  don't  know  how  I  should  enjoy  one  of  your  pleasant  sermons 
once  more.  I  think  of  you  and  the  rest  of  my  loving  friends  on  Ran- 
dall's island  every  Sabbath.  When  1  hear  the  bells  it  puts  me  in  mind 
of  my  dear  old  Chapel.  I  have  that  bible  that  was  given  me  when  I 
,left,  and  I  prize  it  as  a  great  treasure.  I  like  my  home  here,  and  I  go  to 
Church  and  Sabbath  School.    Mr,  and  Mrs.  R,  are  very  kind  to  me,  and 
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I  like  the  children  very  much.  I  should  be  pleased  to  receive  a  letter 
from  you,  and  a  visit  too.  Give  my  love  to  all  and  keep  a  share  for 
yourself. 

From  your  friend,  M.  E.  M. 


April  9,  1868. 

Dear  Sir — I  now  take  the  opportunity  of  writing  you  these  few 
lines,  to  let  you  know  I  am  getting  along  very  nicely.  Mr.  W.  is  very 
kind  to  me,  and  I  will  try  and  do  all  I  can  for  him.  Please  give  my  re- 
spects to  my  teacher,  Miss  Stock  well.  I  am  very  much  obliged  for  the 
kindness  you  showed  to  me,  and  I  hope  to  pay  you  some  time.  I  mean  to 
behave  myself  as  well  as  1  can,  and  stay  in  my  place.  Give  my  re- 
spects to  the  officers  and  boys.  Tell  them  if  they  want  good  places 
they  must  come  out  here. 

From  your  pupil,  J.  H.  K. 


May  17.  1868. 

Dear  Sir — After  waiting  so  long,  I  will  now  take  the  opportunity  to 
write  you  a  few  lines  to  inform  you  that  I  am  well,  and  getting  along 
nicely.  I  have  not  been  at  church  so  often  since  I  came  here,  but  I 
have  more  opportunity  at  home,  than  I  had  the  first  year  I  left  the 
Refuge.  It  is  spring  now,  and  I  shall  go  more.  There  are  ten  girls  in 
the  neighborhood,  but  I  have  not  seen  them  yet.  I  send  my  love  to  all 
the  Matrons  and  to  the  girls. 

Yours  respectfully,         C.  C.  P. 


June  6,  1868. 

Dear  Sir— It  is  now  three  years  since  I  left  the  House  of  Refuge,  and 
many  times  when  my  patience  has  been  tried,  I  have  wished  myself 
back  again.  A  considerable  part  of  the  time  I  have  been  employed 
first  as  Baggage  Master,  and  then  Conductor,  on  the  Rail  Road.  For  a 
time  I  was  on  the  Erie  Road,  but  when  my  parents  moved  to  L,  I  came 
with  them,  and  soon  obtained  a  jdace  on  the  Rensselaer  Road,  as  con- 
ductor on  a  train,  running  from  Whitehall,  N.  Y.,to  Rutland,  Vt.  An 
injury  received  a  few  months  ago  compelled  me  to  leave  the  service, 
and  I  went  with  my  father  in  the  Store,  and  am  now  doing  a  good  busi- 
ness. I  don't  think  I  am  worthy  of  such  good  fortune,  but  I  try  to  help 
every  one  I  can,  and  look  upon  my  situation  in  life  as  a  talent  lent  me 
by  the  Lord,  and  I  feel  responsible  for  the  way  I  use  it.  Please  write 
me  a  good  long  letter,  and  one  from  Mr.  Pierce  especially  would  be  very 
acceptable.  Write  me  all  about  the  news,  and  how  the  old  place  looks. 
My  love  to  all.  Yours  very  truly,  F.  S. 


Ju7ie  25,  1868. 

My  Dear  Sir — Inasmuch  as  I  have  been  one  of  your  Wards  in  times 
past,  I  think  it  no  more  than  proper  that  I  should  inform  you  of  my 
whereabouts  and  my  prospects,  as  well  as  my  situation  and  condition 
in  life,  which  I  can  say  are  good,  and  my  future  prospects  are  the  most 
flattering.  Take  it  as  a  whole,  I  am  doing  well,  and  as  favorable  results 
are  promised  from  all  indications  as  can  be  asked  or  expected  by  any 
person  placed  in  the  worjd  as  I  have  been. 

At  present  I  am  in  a  law  office,  and  intend  to  be  a  limb  of  the  lair.  If 
I  ever  become  of  any  benefit  to  my  fellow  creatures,  and  whatever  good 
may  result  from  what  I  may  do  in  the  world,  I  shall  credit  your  most 
useful  Institution  for  all.  Wishing  you  success  in  all  your  under- 
takings in  the  noble  work  of  reform, 

I  am  yours  respectfully,  F.  C. 
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RELATING  TO  APPRENTICES  WHOSE   TERMS  OF  SERVICE 
HAVE  EXPIRED. 


March  14,  1868. 

Dear  Sm — The  boy,  James  R  ,  that  I  took  from  your  Institution, 

is  still  with  me,  and  I  assure  you  he  is  a  faithful  and  industrious  young 
man,  and  well  liked  by  all  in  the  neighborhood.  With  kindest  regards 
to  yourself  and  for  your  Institution, 

I  remain,  yours  truly,  T.  L. 


Sept.  —  1868. 

Sm — Charles  R  'sterm  of  apprenticeship  expired  the  19th  of  June 

last.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  receiving  eighteen  dollars  per  month, 
and  is  promised  twenty  for  next  year.  He  is  honest,  industrious  and 
healthy,  and  shows  by  his  deportment  that  he  is  ambitious  of  future 
respectability  and  usefulness. 

Yours,  respectfully,  T.  H  C 


Sept.  9, 1868. 

Dear  Sir— John  O.  V        was  of  age  last  July.    He  is  still  with  me 

at  a  salary  of  $20  per  month  and  board.  He  has  always  been  a  good  boy 
and  tried  to  do  about  right. 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  A.  G.  D. 

Sept.  20, 1868. 

Dear  Sir  In  reply  to  your  inquiries,  Joseph  M  staid  his  time 

out  with  me,  and  hired  with  a  farmer  in  the  neighborhood  for  $200  a 
year  and  board.    He  is  steady  and  sustains  a  good  character. 

Yours  truly,  N.  B.  N. 


Feb.^  17, 1868. 

Dear  Sir — Katie  D  is  about  out  of  her  time.    She  has  been  a 

good  girl,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  keep  her  for  wages,  but  she  wishes  to 
see  her  mother  first.  She  wants  me  to  come  to  the  Island  with  her,  and 
I  think  I  will,  to  see  if  I  can  get  another  girl. 

Yours  truly,  A.  D.  P. 


Nov.  8,  1868. 

Dear  Sir— Alice  R  is  still  with  me  and  is  engaged  to  be  married 

to  a  respectable  man  in  N  Y.    She  is  a  worthy  young  woman. 

Most  respectfully,  D.  B. 
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EULES 

FOR  THE  ENFORCEMENT  OF  DISCIPLINE  IN  THE  NEW  YORK 
HOUSE  OF  REFUGE. 


L— Tell  no  lies. 

II.  — Always  do  the  best  you  can. 

III.  —  The  boys  and  girls  are  divided  into  four  grades,  according  to  con- 
duct. 

Grade  1 — Includes  the  best  behaved  and  most  orderly  boys  and 
girls  ;  those  who  do  not  lie,  nor  use  profane  language  ;  who 
are  neat  and  tidy  in  their  persons,  and  cleanly  in  their  habits; 
who  do  not  wilfully  or  carelessly  waste,  injure,  or  destroy 
property  belonging  to  the  House,  and  who  are  always  re- 
spectful to  the  officers. 

Grade  3— Embraces  those  who  are  fair  in  conduct,  but  not  en- 
tirely free  from  faults  mentioned  above. 

Grade  3 — Consists  of  those  whose  conduct  is  not  so  good  as  those 
in  Grade  2.    The  first  Grade  of  a  boy  or  girl  is  always  3. 

Grade  4 — Is  the  lowest,  and  one  of  disgrace  ;  it  is  only  given  in 
cases  of  continued  or  gross  misconduct ;  a  former  inmate, 
returned  for  fault,  is  placed  in  Grade  4. 

IV.  — For  violation  of  rules,  boys  and  girls  are  degraded  from  1  to  2, 

from  2  to  3,  and  from  3  to  4  ;  for  improvement  in  conduct  they  are 
raised  in  Grade  from  4  to  3,  from  3  to  2,  and  from  2  to  1.  Any 
boy  or  girl  continuing  for  thirteen  weeks  in  succession  in  Grade 
1,  is  advanced  to  the  Class  of  Honor,  and  wears  an  appropriate 
badge. 

V.  — The  Grades  are  determined  every  Saturday  evening,  in  the  presence 

of  the  whole  division,  according  to  the  marks  made  during  the 
week. 

VI.  — Five  marks  lower 4he  Grade  one  step ;  four  leave  it  the  same  as  the 

previous  week  ;  less  than  four  are  forgiven. 
VIL — In  the  Second  Division,  punishment  with  the  strap  degrades  to 
4 ;  except  when  the  subject  is  in  the  Class  of  Honor,  in  which  case 
it  degrades  to  2. 
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VIII.  — Boys  and  girls  gain  their  release  from  the  Refuge  by  retaining 
Grade  1  for  fifty-two  weeks  in  succession,  and  by  attaining  to  the 
highes_i  class  in  school — and  they  are  discharged  from  the  House 
when  a  proper  place  is  provided  for  them. 

IX.  — No  applications  from  parents  or  friends  of  children  will  be  enter- 

tained by  the  Indenturing  Committee  until  the  inmate  applied  for 
shall  have  been  in  Grade  1  at  least  six  weeks  next  preceding  the 
time  of  application,  and  shall  have  reached  at  least  the  third  class 
in  school. 

X.  — When  an  inmate  has  been  degraded  to  4,  an  addition  of  four 

weeks  continuance  in  Grade  1,  required  by  the  foregoing  rule,  will 
be  made,  before  an  application  for  discharge  can  be  heard  ;  and  two 
weeks  more  are  added  for  every  other  Grade  of  4  received. 

XI.  — Grades  can  be  changed  only  by  the  Assistant-Superintendent,  in 

case  of  boys,  and  by  the  Matron,  in  case  of  girls,  for  offenses  commit- 
ted out  of  school ;  and  by  the  Principal  for  offenses  occurring  in 
school. 

XII.  — Any  officer  in  charge  of  boys  or  girls,  may  give,  for  disorderly  con- 
duct, not  to  exceed  two  marks  during  any  one  week,  provided  the 
marks  given,  added  to  those  already  imposed  by  others  during  the 
same  week,  do  not  exceed  four. 

XIII.  — Before  any  marks  ars  given,  the  boy  or  girl  must  be  required  to 
tell  the  number  of  marks  already  received,  and  the  statement  must 
be  taken  and  noted. 

XIV.  — In  case  an  inmate  makes  a  false  statement,  which  will  be  discov- 
ered at  "  Badge  call,"  the  offender  shall  be  degraded  at  least  two 
Grades,  or  may  be  punished  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  officer 
in  charge.    In  the  latter  case  the  Grade  will  be  4 

XV.  — When  the  aggregate  marks  for  the  week  amount  to  four,  and  other 
offenses  are  counted,  the. boys  out  of  school  must  be  reported  to  the 
Assistant-Superintendent,  and  the  girls  to  the  Matron ;  and  all  cases 
in  school,  either  boys  or  girls,  must  be  reported  to  the  Principals. 
After  a  report  is  made  to  the  Assistant-Superintendent,  Matron,  or 
Principal,  no  marks  can  be  altered  or  canceled  except  by  their 
approval ;  nor  can  these  officers  cancel  any  marks  legitimately  given 
by  the  subordinate  officers  previous  to  the  report. 

XVI.  — When  the  Grade  is  determined  at  the  calling  of  the  badges  at  the 
close  of  the  week,  it  cannot  be  changed  except  by  the  consent  of  the 
Superintendent. 


DESCRIl'TION  OF  THE  BUILDINGS. 


The  House  of  Refuge  is  located  on  the  easterly  bank  of  the  Harlem 
river,  on  Randall's  Island,  and  directly  opposite  that  jjortion  of  the  city 
of  New  York  which  is  included  between  One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth 
and  One  Hundred  and  Twentieth  streets.  The  buildings  are  of  brick, 
erected  in  the  Italian  style.  The  two  principal  structures  front  the 
river,  and  form  a  facade  nearly  a  thousand  feet  in  length.  The  line  of 
their  fronts  is  exactly  parelled  with  the  city  avenues.  The  larger  of  the 
two  buildings  is  for  the  accommodation  of  the  boys'  department,  the 
other  for  the  girls'.  Other  buildings  are  located  in  the  rear  of  these,  and 
are  inclosed  by  a  stone  wall  twenty  feet  high.  A  division  wall,  of 
like  height,  separates  the  grounds  of  the  boys'  department  from  that  of 
the  girls',  and  in  each  department  walls  separate  the  inmates  into 
two  divisions. 

The  boys'  house  in  nearly  six  hundred  feet  long.  The  dome-surmoun- 
ted portions  are  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  officers ;  the  central  mass  also 
contains  the  chapel ;  while  the  extreme  portions  contain  the  hospitals 
and  lavatories.  There  are  six  hundred  and  thirty-six  dormitories,  five 
feet  by  seven,  and  seven  feet  high,  in  the  portion  between  the  center 
and  end  buildings.  In  the  rear  is  the  school  and  dining-liall  building, 
seventy  by  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  feet.  A  central  brick  wall 
divides  the  building  in  each  story  into  two  equal  parts,  one  for  each 
division.  The  lower  story  is  appropriated  to  dining-rooms,  and  the 
upper  story  to  school-rooms.  In  the  rear  of  the  school  building  are  the 
kitchen  and  bakery,  occupying  a  space  twenty-five  by  ninety  feet.  The 
workshops  are  at  the  northerly  and  southerly  extremities  of  the  yard, 
and  are  each  thirty  by  one  hundred  feet,  and  three  stories  high. 

The  girls'  house  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long— the  central  portion 
of  which  contains  the  appartments  of  the  matron,  assistants,  and  female 
teachers,  while  the  wings  contain  two  hundred  and  fifty  dormitories  for 
the  inmates.  In  the  rear,  connected  by  two  corridors  or  covered  halls, 
is  a  building  for  school- rooms  and  dining-halls  the  hospitals,  sewing- 
rooms,  and  lavatories  being  at  each  end,  with  the  laundry  in  the  rear. 

The  whole  establishnient  is  supplied  with  Croton  water,  brought  across 
the  Harlem  river  in  a  three  and  one-qiiarter  inch  lead  pipe.  Tanks  are 
in  the  attics  of  the  principal  buildings,  and  a  reservoir,  one  hundred  feet 
diameter,  located  beyond  the  inclosure,  affords  a  reserve  for  extraordinary 
occasions,  as  well  as  a  plentiful  supply  of  ice  in  the  winter. 
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Society  for  the  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents, 

New  York,  January  1, 1866. 
The  Managers  of  tlie  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delin- 
quents in  the  city  of  New  York,  hereby  give  notice  that  the  House  of 
Refuge  on  Randall's  Island,  under  their  charge,  has  provision  for  750 
boys  and  250  girls— the  buildings  for  each  sex  being  entirely  separate 
and  distinct. 

This  notice  is  sent  throughout  the  State,  in  order  that  the  authorities 
of  the  counties  at  a  distance  from  the  city  may  be  informed  of  the  ample 
provision  thus  afforded  by  the  well-judged  liberality  of  the  Legislature 
for  the  reformation  of  the  youthful  offender,  whether  male  or  female. 

The  House  of  Refuge  of  Western  New  York,  located  at  Rochester, 
receives  boys  only,  no  department  for  girls  having  been  organized  therein  ; 
and  the  New  York  House  is  now  prepared  to  receive  girls,  when  properly 
committed,  of  sixteen  years  of  age  and  under,  from  all  parts  of  the  State. 

The  Managers,  having  been  informed  that  the  expense  of  sending  cul- 
prits from  the  more  remote  counties,  under  a  former  law,  has  been 
onerous  upon  them,  call  attention  to  the  following  law,  passed  April  13, 
1859: 

"  AN  ACT  empowering  the  Boards  of  Supervisors,  in  the  respective  coun- 
ties of  this  Slate,  to  fix  and  determine  the  compensation  to  he  allowed 
for  the  conveyance  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  to  Houses  of  Refuge,  and 
Insane  Criminals  to  Insane  Asylums. 

"  Section  1.  The  Boards  of  Supervisors  in  the  respective  counties  of 
this  State  are  hereby  empowered,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty,  annually  to 
fix  and  determine  the  compensation  to  be  allowed  and  paid  to  officers 
for  the  conveyance  of  juvenile  delinquents  to  the  houses  of  refuge,  and 
of  lunatics  to  the  insane  asylums ;  and  no  other  or  greater  amount  than 
that  so  fixed  and  determined  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  for  such  service. 

"  Sec.  2.  Repeals  conflicting  laws. 

"  Sec.  3.  Takes  effect  immediately." — Page  553,  Laws  82d  Session, 
1859. 

The  accompanying  acts  are  also  referred  to  as  conveying  information 
which  may  be  useful  to  magistrates  out  of  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York: 
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AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ''An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Society  for 
the  Reformation  of  Juoenile  DelinquentH  in  the  city  of  New  York," 
jiassed  March  29,  1824. 

Passed  April  10,  18G0. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Neir  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly, 
do  enact  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  The  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Society  for 
the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of  New  York," 
passed  March  29,  1824,  is  hereby  amended,  by  adding  to  the  fourth  sec- 
tion thereof  the  following  words  : 

"  The  Managers  of  the  said  Society  shall  receive  into  the  House  of 
Refuge,  established  by  them  in  the  city  of  New  York,  whenever  they 
may  have  room  for  that  purpose,  all  such  children  as  shall  be  taken  up, 
or  committed  as  vagrants,  in  any  city  or  county  of  this  State,  and  inight 
now',  if  convicted  of  criminal  offenses  in  such  city  or  county,  be  sent  as 
directed  by  law  to  said  House  of  Refuge,  if,  in  the  judgment  of  the  court 
or  magistrate  by  whom  they  shall  be  committed  as  vagrants,  the  afore- 
said children  shall  be  deemed  proper  persons  to  be  sent  to  said  institu- 
tion. 

•'  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  said  Managers,  in  relation  to  the  chil- 
dren whom  they  shall  receive  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  the  same  in 
all  things  as  now  provided  by  law,  in  case  of  children  convicted  of  crim- 
inal offenses  and  committed  to  the  charge  of  said  Managers." 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Society  for 
tlie  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of  New  York," 
passed  March  29,  1824. 

Passed  March  22,  1865 ;  three-fifths  being  Present. 
The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly, 
do  enact  as  follows : 
Section  1.  The  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Ju- 
venile Delinquents  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  next 
annual  election  of  the  Society,  arrange  themselves  into  three  classes  of 
ten  each,  to  be  determined  by  lot,  to  serve  respectively  one,  two,  and 
three  years ;  and  at  every  subsequent  election,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
terms  thus  designated,  ten  persons  shall  be  chosen  as  Managers  to  serve 
for  the  term  of  three  years ;  any  vacancy  that  may  occur  in  any  class 
during  the  term  of  service  of  said  class  may  be  filled  by  the  Board  of 
Managers  for  the  unexpired  portion  of  said  term. 

§  2.  The  fourth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  incorporate 
the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of 
New  York,"  passed  March  29,  1824,  is  amended,  by  striking  out  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  Provided  that  the  charge  and  power  of  the  said  Man 
agers  upon  and  over  the  said  children,  shall  not  extend  in  the  case  of 
females  beyond  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
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§  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  courts  and  magistrates,  by  whom  any 
juvenile  delinquent  shall  be  committed  or  sent  to  the  House  of  Refuge, 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  ascertain  the  age  of  such  delinquent  by  such 
proof  as  may  be  in  their  power,  and  to  insert  such  age  in  the  order  of 
commitment,  and  the  age  thus  ascertained  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
be  the  true  age  of  such  delinquent. 

§  4.  In  cases  where  the  age  of  the  delinquent  so  committed  is  not  so 
ascertained  and  inserted  in  the  order  of  commitment,  the  said  Managers 
shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  such  delinquent  shall  be  received  by  them 
ascertain  the  age  of  such  delinquent  by  such  proof  as  may  be  in  their 
power,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  entered  in  a  book  to  be  designated  by 
them  for  that  purpose,  and  the  age  thus  ascertained  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  the  true  age  of  such  delinquent. 

§  5.  All  children  under  the  age  of  sixteen  in  the  several  counties, 
which  are  now  or  hereafter  shall  be  designated  by  law  as  the  counties 
from  which  juvenile  delinquents  shall  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Refuge  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  deserting  their  homes  without  good  and  sufficient 
cause,  or  keeping  company  with  desolute  or  vicious  persons  against  the 
lawful  commands  of  their  fathers,  mothers,  guardians,  or  other  persons 
standing  in  the  place  of  a  parent,  shall  be  deemed  disorderly  children. 

§  6.  Upon  complaint  made  on  oath  to  any  Police  Magistrate  or  J ustice 
of  the  Peace  against  any  child  within  his  county,  under  the  age  of  six- 
teen, by  his  or  her  parent  or  guardian,  or  other  person  standing  to  him 
or  her  in  place  of  a  parent,  as  being  disorderly,  such  Magistrate  or  Jus- 
tice shall  issue  his  warrant  for  the  apxirehension  of  the  offender,  and 
cause  him  or  her  to  be  brought  before  himself  or  any  other  Police  Magis- 
trate or  Justice  of  the  said  county  for  examination. 

§  7.  If  such  Magistrate  or  Justice  be  satisfied,  by  competent  testimony, 
that  such  person  is  a  disorderly  child  within  the  description  aforesaid,  he 
shall  make  up  and  sign  a  record  of  conviction  thereof,  and  shall,  by  war- 
rant under  his  hand,  commit  such  person  to  the  House  of  Refuge  estab- 
lished by  the  Managers  of  the  society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile 
Delinquents  in  the  city  of  New  York ;  and  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
said  Managers  in  relation  to  the  said  children  shall  be  the  same  in  all 
things  as  are  prescribed  as  to  other  juvenile  delinquents  received  by 
them ;  provided,  however,  that  any  person  committed  under  this  act 
shall  have  the  same  right  of  appeal  now  secured  by  law  to  persons  con- 
victed of  criminal  offenses;  but  on  any  such  appeal  mere  informality  in 
the  issuing  of  any  warrant  shall  not  be  held  to  be  sufficient  cause  for 
granting  a  discharge. 

§  8.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

OLIVER  S.  STRONG,  President. 

Andrew  Warner,  Secretary. 
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Society  for  the  Reformation  of 

Juvenile  Delinquents, 
House  of  Refuge  {Randall's  Island), 

186 

The  Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge  take  this  method  of  informing 
you  that  your  has  been  received  as  an  inmate 

of  their  Institution,  to  remain  during  minority,  or  until  discharged  by 
the  Managers  or  by  due  process  of  law. 

For  your  information,  the  Managers  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  the 
Institution  is  not  a  place  of  punishment,  nor  a  prison,  but  a  Reform 
School,  where  the  inmates  receive  such  instruction  and  training  as  are 
best  adapted  to  form  and  perpetuate  a  virtuous  character  ;  to  establish 
habits  of  industry,  and  to  advance  them  in  those  branches  of  knowledge 
which  are  taught  in  the  Common  Schools  of  the  State. 

They  are  accordingly  provided  with  a  home  every  way  pleasant  and 
comfortable  ;  are  furnished  with  steady  employment  of  a  kind  to  enable 
them  to  earn  their  own  support  after  their  discharge ;  have  appropriate 
seasons  of  recreation  ;  are  well  fed  and  clothed,  and,  when  sick,  are  at- 
tended by  ths  House  Physician  and  carefully  nursed  ;  are  regularly 
gathered  into  school  at  certain  hours  on  five  days  of  the  week,  and  on 
the  Sabbath  are  furnished  with  suitable  religousand  moral  instruction. 
In  order  to  accomplish  the  wise  ends  contemplated  by  the  beneficent 
provision  of  the  State,  the  inmates  must  remain  a  sufficient  time  to  re- 
ceive such  training  and  discipline  as  will  serve  to  reform  their  evil  habits 
and  to  establish  in  them  correct  principles  and  habits  of  industry.  The 
Managers,  therefore,  are  guided  in  their  decisions  as  to  the  term  during 
which  inmates  shall  be  retained  in  the  House  by  their  conduct  while 
confined,  and  with  a  due  regard  to  the  previous  history  of  the  inmate, 
either  prolong  or  shorten  the  period  of  confinement  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  greater  or  less  delinquency  in  each  case.  Applications 
tor  the  discharge  of  inmates  are  frequently  made  within  a  few  weeks 
after  their  commitment,  which,  however,  cannot  be  entertained.  Only 
in  special  cases,  the  circumstances  of  which  can  be  stated  at  the  City 
Office,  will  applications  be  received  by  the  Indenturing  Committee  under 
twelve  months  from  the  date  of  committal. 

Parents,  guardians,  and  other  near  friends  of  those  children  sent  from 
the  cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn  are  permitted  to  visit  them  once  in 
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three  months,  and  on  their  first  visit  will  receive  a  card  designating 
these  periods.  Where  friends  reside  at  a  distance  from  the  city,  they 
will  be  permitted  to  see  their  children  at  any  time  they  are  in  the  city, 
provided  their  visits  are  not  oftener  than  once  in  three  months.  If 
unable,  from  residing  at  too  great  a  distance,  to  visit  their  children,  they 
will  be  permitted  to  write  to  them  once  within  the  prescribed  period, 
and  to  receive  letters  in  return. 

In  case  of  the  serious  illness  of  any  child,  the  friends  will  at  once  be 
advised  of  its  condition. 

The  House  of  Refuge  is  on  Randall's  Island,  in  the  Twelfth  Ward  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  ferry  at  the  foot  of  East  One  Hundred  and 
Seventeenth  street  can  be  reached  at  all  hours,  either  by  the  Second  or 
Third  Avenue  Railroad.  The  City  Office  is  at  No.  41  Bible  House, 
opposite  the  Cooper  Union,  and  is  open  between  the  hours  of  9  A.  M. 
and  4  P.  M.,  where  the  relatives  and  friends  of  children  can  procure 
information  respecting  their  welfare. 

hi  hehalf  of  tlie  Managers, 

OLIVER  S.  STRONG, 

President. 

Andrew  Warner,  Secretary. 


GENERAL  TEIIM. 
January,  1869. 

The  People  ex  rel.  The  Society  for  the  \ 
Reformation  of  Jitv^enile  Delinquents  ^ 
m.  I 
Francis  Degnen.  J 

This  is  an  appeal  by  certiorari  to  review  an  order  made  by  Mr.  Justice 
Barbour,  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  City  of  New  York,  discharging  the 
respondent  Francis  Degnen  from  tlie  custody  of  the  Managers  of  the 
House  of  Refuge  on  Randall's  Island. 

The  order  was  made  on  the  return  to  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  previously 
issued  by  the  said  Justice,  and  directed  to  the  Superintendent  of  the 
House  of  Refuge,  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  respondent's  detention. 

The  return  to  the  writ,  the  truth  of  which  was  admitted  on  the  hear- 
ing, set  forth  that  the  respondent  was  detained  by  virtue  of  a  warrant 
of  commitment,  which  was  made  a  part  of  the  return,  and  from  which 
it  appeared  that  the  respondent,  on  the  13th  day  of  October,  1868,  after 
having  been  duly  convicted  of  the  misdemeanor  of  petit  larceny,  by  the 
Court  of  Special  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  City  and  County  of  New 
York,  had  been  sent  to  the  House  of  Refuge. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court,  as  set  out  in  the  commitment,  was  as 
follows :  "  That  the  said  Francis,  for  the  misdemeanor  aforesaid, 
whereof  he  is  convicted  {it  appearing  to  the  Court  that  he  is  under  tlie  age 
of  sixteen  years)  he  sent  to  the  House  of  Refuge,  there  to  he  dealt  with  accord- 
ing to  law." 

Mr.  Justice  Barbour  held  that  the  commitment  was  void  for  indefinite- 
ness  as  to  the  period  of  imprisonment,  that  the  omission  to  state  such 
period,  and  which  should  have  been  within  the  statutory  limit  of  six 
months,  was  a  fatal  defect  in  the  commitment,  and  that  any  detention 
under  it  was  therefore  illegal.  For  these  reasons,  Mr.  Justice  Barbour, 
by  an  order  reciting  them,  and  dated  November  21st,  1868,  discharged 
the  respondent  from  custody. 

Henry'  A.  Cram,  for  Relators. 
Clerke  J. — It  is  a  mistake  to  say  that  the  term  indicated  in  the  con- 
viction is  indefinite,  so-that  it  gives  authority  to  the  House  of  Refuge 
to  confine  the  prisoner  for  an  unascertainable  period.  The  words  of 
the  conviction  itself,  indeed  do  not  specify  the  precise  period  ;  but  it 
refers  with  sufficient  certainty  to  the  authority  given  by  law  to  this 
institution,  and  that  is  in  express  terms  to  retain  in  its  custody  male  per- 
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sons  until  tlieir  majority,  and  female  persons  until  the  age  of  18  years. 
By  this  provision,  the  construction  of  every  conviction  is  governed. 
Even  if  there  is  any  ambiguity  in  the  language,  it  should  be  construed 
liberally,  for  the  authority  given  to  this  institution  is  beneficial  in  its 
effect  on  the  individual  prisoner  and  on  society  :  in  relation  to  the  for- 
mer, the  exercise  of  the  authority  amounts  to  a  commutation  of  the  ordi- 
nary punishment.  Strictly  speaking,  confinement  in  the  House  of  Ref- 
uge does  not  partake  of  the  degradation  or  physical  suffering  to  which 
persons  are  subject  usually  in  prisons.  Its  discipline  is  reformatory, 
with  the  view  of  saving  persons,  during  the  susceptibility  of  tender 
years,  from  total  profligacy,  and  restoring  them  to  society  in  a  condition 
no  longer  dangerous  to  it. 
The  order  of  the  Judge  should  be  reversed. 

Barnard  J. — The  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents 
was  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  in  1824 :  power  was  given  to  the 
Managers  of  the  Society  "to  receive  and  take  into  the  House  of  Refuge, 
to  be  established  by  them,"  certain  classes  of  delinquent  children,  and 
"  to  place  the  said  children  committed  to  their  care,  during  the  minor- 
"  ity  of  such  children,  at  such  useful  employments,  and  to  cause  them 
"  to  be  instructed  in  such  branches  of  useful  knowledge,  as  shall  be  suit- 
"  able  to  their  years  and  capacity."    An  annual  report  was  to  be  made 
by  the  Managers  to  the  Legislature,  and  to  the  corporation  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  of  all  the  facts  and  particulars  which  tended  to  show  the 
effect,  whether  advantageous  or  otherwise,  of  the  Association.  The 
Legislature  also  directed  that  the  Act  should  "  be  construed  in  all 
"  Courts  and  places  benignly  and  favorably  for  every  humane  and  laud- 
"able  purpose  therein  contained."    The  Institution  thus  created  was  a 
charity  and  not  a  prison.    Its  object  was  the  reformation  of  children, 
and  not  their  punishment.    The  children  received  by  them  for  this  pur- 
pose, were  received  during  their  minority  for  boys,  and  not  beyond  18 
years  for  girls.    In  furtherance  of  this  charitable  design  of  reformation, 
Courts  by  which  juvenile  offenders  were  convicted  of  crime  were  em- 
powered, instead  of  sentencing  such  person  to  a  State  Prison  or  County 
Jail,  to  order  "  that  he  be  removed  to  and  confined  in  the  House  of  Ref- 
"  uge,  established  for  the  reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  in  the 
"City  of  New  York."    The  sentence  of  the  law  upon  the  criminal  is 
not  imposed.    Instead  thereof,  he  is  committed  to  the  care  and  custody 
of  this  charitable  Institution,  during  minority,  to  be  instructed  in  use- 
ful knowledge.    No  Court  can  increase  the  term  of  detention,  or  shorten 
it.    The  act  incorporating  the  Society,  fixes  it  once  for  all.    The  learned 
Judge  fell  into  an  error  in  discharging  the  defendant.    The  order  should 
be  reversed,  and  defendant  remanded  to  the  care  and  custody  of  the  re- 
lators. 

Sutherland  J. — I  concur  in  the  conclusion. 


